DISCOURSES 
DEATH 


| SERIOUS CHRISTIANS, 


Rev. xiv. WS: A 
Bleſſed are the Dead which Die in the Lorp. 


PSALM cxii. 6. 


The Righteous ſhall be in a everlaſting Remem- 
 brance. 


Rev. vii. 14. 


Theſe are they who came out of great Tribulation, 
and have waſhed their Robes, and made them 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. 


5 Subjects; more perhaps, in Number, 


28385 
2 22 


288 85 
288225 


10 THE | 
SERIOUS INHABITANTS, 


or r n * PARISH 0 * | 
CAWSTON in NORFOLK. 


7H OEVER i is en with 2 
the Writings of our Forefathers, 
4 the laſt Century, muſt know that 
there are a Multitude upon religious 


than any Age ever produced from ſo 
ſmall a Spot as this Land. Many of 
them are, in their Way, Writings of 
the firſt 1 and many of them, 
it is remarkable, are mere page 4, \ 
of what others had ſaid, in a much 
better Manner—in their Method, fet- 
tered with the Trammels of che 
Schools, and in their Style, quite diſ- 
guſting. We have Reaſon however, to 

ſuppoſe that the Writers of them were, 
. in 


Man. Aware of this, they Printed, | | 


by” "RY 


in general, conſcious of their Diſqua- 
lifications for becoming Authors, and 
yet they ſaw it their Duty to appear in 
Print. If the Cauſe is asked, we may 
ſay—they had, notwithſtanding their 
Deficiencies in other Reſpects, a conſi- 
derable Knowledge of Mankind, and 
were well 3 with the Work- 
ings of the human Heart. They faw, | 
no doubt, that when a Miniſter had | 
been the happy Inſtrument of awaken- | 
ing a People to a ſerious Concern for 

their eternal Intereſts, and of building | 
them up in their moſt holy Faith, they | 
were generally very partial in his Fa- 
vour; that they were more ready to 
attend his Miniſtrations, and read his 
Productions than thoſe of a more able 


notwithſtanding their ſlender Abilities, 4 

ſenſible that the Love of their People 
would cover a Multitude of Faults, and 
that their Writings would be read with 
Eagerneſs, by thoſe to whom their | 
Preach- | 


1 
Preaching nt been made uſeful. 
Thus the Minds of ſeveral would be 
ſtirred up, being put in Remembrance 

of the important Things. of Eternity. 
Nor might the Benefit ſtop here. From 
the ſame partial Regard, they would 
ſpeak favourably | of them to others; 
and perhaps, in a more ſerious Hour, 
ſolemnly charge their Children and Fa- 
milies with the frequent and earneſt Pe- 
ruſal of them. Theſe are the Works 
« of that Man whom we have oſten 
« rejoiced to hear, and who by a Di- 
Z « vine Bleſſing, turned me from Idols 
« to ſerve the living and true God. 
8 Read them with Care and Atten- 
t tion, and may the Giver of every 
« good and perfect Gift, make them as 
© uſeful to Jou, as his Miniſtrations 
« were to me. 
Vou, my Friends, have given me a 
Demonſtration of the Truth of this 
Principle. Though you have heard 
Preachers of the firſt Character, and 


43 had 


[| 1 
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had ſome of the Writings of the belt 
Authors put into your hands, you 
have ever ſhewn a partial Regard to 
the Attempts of him, who firſt la- 
boured among you with Succeſs, His 
Miniſtrations you have attended, and 
| his Writings you have read in Prefer- 
| ence to many much more worthy of 
| your Regard. And while the ſame | 
| Cauſe remains, there is Reaſon to ex- 

Pect the ſame Effects. 
Ihe following Diſcourſes vill like- | 
{| wiſe recommend themſelves to you, be- 
{! cauſe they contain, not only the lead- | 
ing Truths on which your preſent | 
| Comforts and future Hopes are found- | 
ed, but, ſome account of Perſons | 
you have well known, who | 
{| have lived and died among you—whom | 
|| you have highly regarded as fingular | 
Monuments of Divine Mercy, and who 

|| have been given to glorify that Mercy | 
in a dying Hour. I could have 
; Weg to * Remembrance — d 
1 | rom | 


died reoicing 


but — peculiar Circumſtances in 
the Caſes of theſe make them the more 
proper Objects of your Attention. 


ceived, when you are aſſured that they 
were wrote principally for your Peru- 
ſal. They were never deſigned to be 
5 made Public, but, with the Excep- 
tion of a few Copies, to be your ex- 
cluſive Pro 


my Miniſtrations among you, 
near to an End; and the Probability 
ol being taken off by a ſudden Stroke, 
makes me hurry them to the Preſs, 
chat you may not be without ſome pe- 
cduliar Teſtimony of my Regard. But 
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from among you, who had the ſame 
Faith, the ſame Lord, the ſame Hope 
of their Calling, and who lived and 
in the ſame Salvation; 


They will alſo be favourably 1 


perty. Increaſing Years 
and Infirmities, make me ſuppoſe that 


draw 


if, contrary to my Expectation, the 


Lord ſhall fpare my Life, and give me 
WD Meaſure of Health and Leſure, 1 


A 4 ſhall 
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in — conſcious of their Diſqua- 
lifications for becoming Authors, and 
yet they ſaw it their Duty to appear in 
Print. If the Caule is asked, we may 
ſay—they had, notwithſtanding their 
Deficiencies | in oller Reſpects, a conſi- 
derable Knowledge of Mankind, and 
were well acquainted with the Work- 
ings of the human Heart. They ſaw, 
| no doubt, that when a Miniſter hat 
| been the happy Inſtrument of awaken- 
ing a People to a ſerious Concern for 
| their eternal Intereſts, and of building 
them up in their moſt holy Faith, they 
were generally very partial in his Fa- 
vour; that they were more ready to 
attend his Miniſtrations, and read his 
Productions than thoſe of a more able 
Man. Aware of this, they Printed, 
| notwithſtanding their ſlender Abilities, - 
| ſenſible that the Love of their People 
would cover a Multitude of Faults, and 
that their Writings would be read with 
Eagerneſs, by thoſe to whom their 
Preach- 


' ruſal of them. Theſe are the Works 


E 
Preaching hink been made uſcful. 
Thus the Minds of ſeveral would be 
ſtirred up, being put in Remembrance 
of the important Things of Eternity. 
Nor might the Benefit ſtop here. From 
the ſame partial Regard, they would 
ſpeak favourably | - 4 them to others; 
and perhaps, in a more ſerious Hour, 
ſolemnly charge their Children and Fa- 
milies with the frequent and earneſt Pe- 


ee of that Man whom we have often 


T « rejoiced to hear, and who by a Di- 


| © good and perfect Gift, make them as 


4 vine Bleſſing, turned me from Idols 
4 to ſerve the living and true God. 

« Read them with Care and Atten- 
« tion, and may the Giver of every 


| «yſcful to Jou, as his Miniſtrations 


were to me. | 
You, my Friends, have given me a 

Demonſtration of the Truth of this 
Principle. Though you have heard 
Preachers of the firſt Character, and 
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| viſe recommend themſelves to you, be- 


ing Truths on which your preſent | 
| Comforts and future Hopes are found- 
ed, but, ſome account of Perſons | 
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had ſome of the Writings of the beſt 


Authors put into your hands, you 


| 
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| have ever ſhewn a partial Regard to 


the Attempts of him, who firſt la- 


boured among you with Succeſs, His 
| Miniſtrations you have attended, and 
| his Writings you have read in Prefer | 


ence to many much more worthy of 


| your Regard. And while the ſame 
| | Cauſe remains, there is Reaſon to * 


pect the ſame Effects. 
The following Diſcourſes will like- : 


cauſe they contain, not only the lead- 


. you have well known, who 


have lived and died among you—whom 


| you have highly regarded as ſingular 


Monuments of Divine Mercy, and who ; 


|| have been given to glorify that Mercy 


in a dying Hour. I could have 
brought t to * Remembrance ſeveral 


from F 
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died rejoicing in the fame Salvation; 
but ſome. 


the Caſes of theſe make them the more 
proper Objects of your Attention. 


ceived, when you are aſſured that they 


| Hal. They were never deſigned to be 
made Public, but, with the Excep- 
tion of a few Copies, to be your ex- 
dluſive Property. 

| and Infirmities, make me ſuppoſe that 
my Miniſtrations among you, draw 
near to an End; and the Probability 


makes me hurry 
that you may not be without ſome pe- 

| culiar Teſtimony of my Regard. But 

if, contrary 
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from among you, who had the ſame 
Faith, the ſame Lord, the ſame Hope 
of their Calling, and who lived ane 


peculiar Circumſtances in 


They will alſo be r 


were wrote principally for your Peru- 


Increaſing Years! 


of being taken off by a ſudden Stroke; 
them to the Preſs, 


to my Expectation, the 
Lord ſhall ſpare my Life, and give me 
a Meaſuse of Health and Leiſure, I 

A 4 _ ſhall 
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ll ; © 
| thall ſeine every Opportunity of being 
with you; and hope, moreover, that 
| [this will be only the Forerunner of a 
[larger Work, of more general Uſe, and 
| | better entitled to your Acceptance. 
| Our Times however, and all our Con- 
cerns are in his Hands, and they can- 
not be in better; for he does all Things 
well, and has promiſed to cauſe all 


r 


Things to work together for Good to 
| | them that love him. Our Wiſdom 
[| therefore in this uncertain State, under 
| theſe Views, is to labour that whether 
1 we live or die, we may have an Evi- 
dence that we are the Lord's, And, 
in Order to this, we cannot be ſloth- 
ful, but muſt be Followers of them, 
L who, thro' Faith and Patience, inherit 
the Promiſes. To make our Calling 
||| ſure, to have a ſcriptural Proof that 
Ve are intereſted in the Mercy of God, 


| 


| it is indiſpenſably neceſſary to give all 
Diligence; to uſe all the Means which 
he has appointed for that End, and in 


the h 


(| 
= 
1 
I 
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4. | 
the Manner in which he has appointee 
them to be uſed. The Apoſtle declares 
« This one Thing J do, forgetting thoſd 
8 Things which are behind, and reach 
et ing forth unto thoſe which are before 
« I preſs toward the Mark, for thi 
“ Prize of the uy Calling of God i 
„ Chrift Jeſus.” Philip. iii. 13, 14 
And he ſays unto all who profeſs the 
Truth, © Be ye Followers of me, eve 
ig alle am of Gbrift.” 1 Cor. xi. x 
It is in this Way only that the choiceſt 
of Bleſſings we can have, while here 
below, is to be obtained. But if this 
is not attained in the Time of Healt 
and Strength, and the Means for it 
are neglected or trifled with, ho 
gloomy and dejecting muſt our Appre 
henſions be, when the Hour of Death 
ſhall come, and the Door of Eterni 


Be opening upon us. Who would 
launch into an everlaſting, unchange 


able State, uncertain whether he ſhould 


be Happy or Miſerable, and conſcious 


that 
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hat he has been a Trifler with God 


and his own Soul. 
We have had 


. Advactuges. 


Acts xiii. 26. We did not 
nd for, enquire after, or even ſee 
he Want of it: but it was brought to 


0 4 us was the Word of this Salvation 


pur Ears, and our Hearts, and has been 2 


ul along diſpenſed unto us without 
oney and without Price. From the 
arſt of our receiving it to the preſent _ 
our, we have had outward Peace; 
o that not even a Dog has been ſuffer- 
d to move his Tongue againſt - us: 
very neceſſary Help, for our conve- 


jient aſſembling together, and for in- 


treaſing in the Knowledge of the 
Truth, has been freely vouchſafed. We 
ave hitherto been kept from groſs 
Errors on the right Hand, and on the 
ft, We have, mr, hed among 


; ſeveral remarkable Monuments .of | 
lerey, many who have li ved exem- 


plarily, and died triumphantly. All 
theſe 


2 fide every Weight, ard the Sin whit 


Let us then be careful that we hie 


8 own with Uſury. 


"C9 
theſe Mig; are deſi gned to aninm 


us in our Chriſtian pas. and the 
fore it is incumbent on us to lay 


© ſt eaſily beſets us, and run wi 
Patience the Race that is ſet befdl 
«ys, Heb. xii. 1. They are a Th 
lent committed to our Care: And 
is expected that we ſhould improve i 


it not in a Napkin, but. occupy wit 
it till our Lord ſhall come, that v 
may be able to render unto him h 


« And now, Brethren, T commen 
you to God, and to the Word of & 
Grace, which is able to build you uf 
c nd to give you an Inheritance amon 

« IF them which are ſanctiſea. Ad 
xx. 32, May the Grace of God rule 1 
— "Mas enabling you to © Holf 


(c Wi the Profeſſion of your Faith with 


© out wavering, and the Beginning 8 
our Cw ftedſaft unto the End. 


Heb 


| 


" Martham, © 
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„ 
leb. Chap. x. and iii. And may you 


gequently and earneſtly commend me 


d God, that now many are turned a- 


out with every Wind of Doctrine, 


may ſtand faſt in the Faith: And 


ming at his Glory, faithfully and 


tacceſsfully diſpenſe it, till the Time 
ny appeintod: Change ſhall come. 


5 1 am, 
"ow 4 222 Fri end, 


| and 8 ervant. 


ov. 27th, 1782. 


Thomas Bowman. 
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Who died in May 1774. 


5 Aged 1 g. Years. 
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but a Child; and many, who obſerved him at that 


PHiLI1IPPIANS I. 23. 


For T am in a Strait betwixt two, having a Defire to 
R and to be wi th Chrift 5 which 15 fer better. 


E have now paid the laſt Tribute of Ref: 
pect to an excellent young Man, by follow 

ial him to his Grave; and are afſembled in Hope 
of receiving a Benefit from his Death, and the Man 
ner of it. He was no Stranger to this Place and 
People. Many of us knew him for ſeveral Years, 

and have been ſurprized at the Evidences he gave 

that the Lord had been gracious to him. His 
Judgment was well informed in the Truths of the 
| Goſpel. He feared God above many. His Con 
verſation was ſerious and ſpiritual; and his Con- 
duct uniformly ſteady and exemplary. His Gra- 
vity and Solidity were remarkable when he was 


Period of Life, have acknowledged that he ſeemed 
like one ſanctified from the Womb. A few Days 
before he died, I aſked him if he expected Eterni- 
ty was near, and whether he was prepared for it! 
He anſwered, „I do, and hope JI am prepared.” 
But what is the Ground of your Hope! “ The 
« Word of God, His Promile that there. is For- 
ec giveneſs with him thro' Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
et has provided, and ſet forth for a Propitiation, 


60 for che Remiſſion of Sins, thro' Faith in his 
Blood. 


C .* 

Blood. I have long ſeen myſelf a Sinner, and 

that I ſtand in need of the Mercy of God. 1 
© have, for ſome Time, ſeen that there is no Mer- 

* cy to be had, but thro' Jeſus Chriſt: On this 
Mercy E have been enabled to caft myſelf; and 
on this Mercy I now depend in my dying Hour.” 
ave you any Doubts or Fears concerning your 
Cceptance with God! None. I look to the 
Word of a faithful, covenant, unchangeable 
God, who cannot lye; and who, I am perſuaded, 
* 18 able to perform all that he has promiſed. 
This ſupports my Soul, tho'-I am without thoſe 
, ſtrong Conſolations, which, I have heard ſome 
* enjoy, when they are near Death.” Do you de- 
fire to die or live! “Neither. I deſire that the 
Lord's Will may be done.” Suppoſe the Lord 
ſhould give you the Liberty of chooſing Life or 
Death—which would you chooſe! I would en- 


command you to chooſe. 1 would then aſk to 
« depart, and be with Chriſt; which is far better 
se than to ſtay here.” Why! <«« Becauſe I ſhould 
« then be delivered from an enſnaring World—a 
ce tempting Devil—and an ate Heart of Unbe- 
1 
Whether theſe were the Reaſons why St Paul | 
thought it beſt to depart , and be with Chriſt, I 
ſhall not now enquire; but we may be aſſured that 
he laboured under a Senſe of theſe Evils—groaned, 
being burdened with—and earneſtly deſired to be 
delivered from them. His Complaint was, O 
be wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 


SLY, 


« treat him to chooſe for me.” But if he ſhould 


Ga) 


t from the Body of this Death!” Nor was the ( K 
poſtle's Caſe ſingular. Every lively Chriſtian, i is 
exerciſed with them—is, in a great Strait, at Times, 
concerning chem —and ſhall * be delivered 
from them. 
I. The World ume the lively Chriſtian by 
holding forth its good Things as a neceſſary and 
deſirable Portion. The Chriſtian has not his Eye 
and Heart always fix'd upon the glotious Truths 
and precious Promiſes of the Goſpel; but is liable 
co to attend to other Things, as almoſt to forget 
them. In ſuch a Situation, the World will aſſured- 
ly be a Snare to him. When he confiders only the 
eaſy or affluent Circumſtances of thoſe about him 
who fear not God, comparing them with his. own 
Straits or pinching Poverty, he is ready to mur- 
mur at the Diſpenſations of Providence, and wiſh 
for more than the Lord ſees fit to give. How apt 
is he to conclude that his Lot is hard, and that it 
s in vain to be religious! How ſoon is he ſtum- 
| bled at the ſeemingly unequal Dealings of the moſt 
High, in beſtowing temporal good Things abun- 
dantly on thoſe who regard him not, whilſt many 
of his faithful Children are ready to periſh with 
Hunger! Thus it was with David: Looking only 
to the outward Glare of worldly Things, «1 was, 
« ſays he, envious at the Fooliſh, when I ſaw the 
„ Proſperity of the Wicked,” When he found that 
they were not in Trouble, neither were plagued 
like other Men—that they proſpered in the 
World, and increaſed in Riches—he raſhly 
concluded, n. I have cleanſed my Heart in 


ce vian, 


{| 
c| 
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Al 
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e all the Day long have I been plagued, and chaſt- 


1 


0 vain, and waſhed my Hands in Tnnocency. For 


« ned every Morning.” Nor did he recover-from 


| chis frame of Mind, till he went into the Sanct- 
uary of God: © then, ſays he, underſtood I their 
| « End. Surely theu didſt ſet them in ſlippery 


ce Places: thou caſtedſt them down into Deſtruc- 
t tion. How are they brought into Deſtruction, 
e as in a Moment! they are utterly . with 
« Terrors. Pſalm 73. 


i II. The World inſnares by Flattery. It not | 


only commends its good Things as a neceſſary and 


deſirable Portion, but frequently offers them to 


the lively. Chriſtian, If you will turn from that 


Way, which is every where ſpoken againſt, you 


q ſhall have enough and to ſpare: you ſhall not be 1 
without Honours, Riches, or Pleaſures; Nay, « All | 
„ theſe Things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall | 


« down and worſhip me.“ Can you thrive here 


without my Favour ! Can you go thro' your ap- 
pointed Pilgrimage, with Eaſe and Peace, with- 


out my Countenance and Protection! By ſuch In- 
ſinuations are ſome, for a Time, entangled: to ſuch 
Suggeſtions are Numbers ready to hearken. Even 
after Deliverance from the moſt threat ning Dan- 


gers, and receiving very ſingular Mercies form a- 
| bove, the upright Man may be deceived by them. 
When Senacherib appeared, with his mighty 


| Hoſt, before the Gates of Jeruſalem, how great 
was the Danger of Hezekiah! But the Lord de- 
| Hvered him from it even by a miraculous Deſtruc- 


tion of the Allyriapss and not ng after, wrought 
| _—_ - 


*: a 
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ano er Mirzele ir in his Favour by adding 6 
Life fifteen Years. "Yet! how ſobn did the Senſe 6 
theſe Mercies\ wear off. In 4 little. while puffed up 
with the Congratulations and preſent of the King 
. he ſhewed unto his Meſengers, ce T'be 
e Houſe of bis j Precious Things, # the Silver and the Gold, 
1 and the Spices, and the precious Ointment, and all 
14 the Houſe of bis ; -mour, and all that was found 
cc in bis. 75 Treaſures:” Diſcovering hereby the Pride 
of his Heart, and that it was eaſy to be : drawn from 
God by a flattering World.. 
3. The World inſnares by Oppoſitiqn and Op- - 
| preſſion, -5*; A who. will live godly in Chriſt Tia 
e ſhall ſuffer Perſecution.” 7 It is their appointed Lot, 
and from the Nature of Things 1 it muſt be ſo. For 
the Principles. of the World and of Chriſtianity, 
are as oppoſite and inconſiſtent as Light and Dark- 
neſs, Our Lord obſerves to his Diſciples, cc Becauſe 
« yea arc not of the World, therefor re the World bateth 
* you.” His Meaning is not—the World hates 
you, becauſe I have ſeperated you. from it; for 
Numbers are ſeperated from the World, whom 
the World does not, on that Account, hate, but | 
love does not condemn, but applaud: But—be- 
cauſe IT have given you different Views, Aims, and 
: Diſpoſitions, from thoſe of the World, which cauſe 
you to act, ſpeak, and think, as it were, in Oppo- 
ſition to it— therefore the World hates you. And 
this Hatred will be expreſſed with the Tongue, in 
Evil-ſpeaking, Miſrepreſentation, Calumny, Slan- 
der—or, with the Hand, in Oppoſition, Oppreſſion, 


Viglence, The Power of the World will ever be 
Ba _ uſed 


> 
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fuſed in its own Defence, and to, its own Glory: 
Hand, in its own Judgment, i it is never ſafe and 
ſufficiently exalted, but when its Oppoſite is de- 
preſſed, and it is given to triumph over it. Hence 
the Chriſtian, whoſe Conduct is asThorns in its Eye, 
and Scourges in its Side, muſt be kept under, 
and even trampled on. What a Tempration this 
to ſlacken in the Ways of Duty, to deſpond, to turn 


back. It had ſuch an Effect, even on Elijah. Tho 
he had ſeen the Word of the Lord, by his Mouth 


fulfilled, in a Draught of threeYears over the whole 


| brought him Bread and Fleſb in the Morning, 
te and Bread and Flgh i in the Evening,” for a conſi- 
| derable Time; and afterwards, the Widows ce hand- 
cc ful of Meal in a Barrel, and a little Oil in a Cruſe, 
te had ſupported ber and him and ber Houſe for many 


Land of Iſrael—notwithſtanding the Ravens had 


«© Days.” Tho- truſting in the God of Iſrael, he 


had triumphed over the four hundred and fifty 
Prophets of Baal, countenanced by the Royal Fa- 
vour, and the general Idolatry of the Children of 
Iſrael had ſeen, be Fire of the Lord fall from 
« Heaven, and conſumed the burnt Sacrifice, and the 


et the Water that was in the Trench.” —Had beheld 
the whole Congregation, ſtruck with Conviction, 
fall on their Faces, and ſay, © The Lord be his God, 
« The Lord he bis God.” Let even the next Day, 
becauſe Jezebel threatned his Life for ſlaying the 
Prophets of Baal, he gave way to Fear and Deſ- = 
pondency. He went for his Life—a Day's Journey 
| © into the Alien W for bimſelf 52 
* 


e Wood, and the Stones, and the Duſt, and lick up 


720 
tt be might die, and laid, It is enough now, O Lord; 
t take away my Life, for I am not better than my Fa. 
cc thers.” And tho” immediately upon this, the 
Lord ſupported him, -1 in a miraculous Way; whe 
the Queſtion was put, © What deſt thoubere Elijah?" 
his Anſwer was, I have been very jealous fer the 
« Lord God of Hoſts, becauſe the Children of Ijrael 
ee have forſaken thy Covenant, thrown down thine 
« Altars, and flain thy Prophets with the Sword; an 
cc J, even I only, am left, and they ſeek my Life to take 
cc it away,” 1 Kings Chap. 17, 18, 19. 4 
wo Lives Chriſtians are ſenſible that there. is 
a tempting Devil. However this may be ſneered 
at by the Multitude, as fanciful and enthuſiaſtic; 

we muſt give up our Bible to deny it. The Devil 
is there expreſly called the Tempter. Then wa 
* Feſus led up of the Spirit into the Wilderneſs, tob 
ce tempted of the Devil.” Matt. iv. 1. © And when 
c the Tempter came to him. ver. 3. L. by ſom - 
« Means the Tempter have 5 Ts,” 1 Thel. iii. 
F. That he has a Power ſo to miſrepreſent Ob- 
jects, as frequently to impoſe on the Underſtand- 
ing, and captivate the Affections to cauſe Men 
to put Good for Evil, and Evil for Good—to be- 
come Lovers of Pleafure more than Lovers of God, 
is abundantly evident from the ſacred Oracles. In 
them he is called, © The Prince of this World.” John 
xii. 31. © The God of this World.” 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
Being that Perſon, to whoſe Suggeſtions, Mankind 
in general, hearken—and whoſe Power they obey, 
. tho” they do not acknowledge, or even know it. 
He 1 is ſaid to, . Blind the Minds "yy them whith be- 


ec eve 


3 4 8-3: 

7" not, ef theLight of the glorious Goſpel of urig. 
al Bould ſhine unto them.” 2 Cor. iv. 4. © He is 
71 the Spirit that now worketh in the Children of Dir. 
H obedience.” Ephes. ii. 3. The head of thoſe who 


phes. vi. 12. That none are exempted from his 
| Femptations appears from the Caſe of the Great 


Head of the Church, who was, cc Tempted in all 
Pu, like as we are. Heb. iv. 15. And there 


a Root of Evil in the Hearts of all Men, upon 
Mich he can work, and by which they are liable 
be deluded, and drawn from the Path of Duty. 

is ſucceſs is wonderful and deplorable. He caſts 
own the righteous Man ſeven Times a Day. He 
duld prevail with Peter to deny his Lord and 
faſter, could draw aſide David the Man after God's 
wn Heart, and even Solomon, the wiſeſt of Men. 

ot one can ſay, He has never prevailed againſt 


ne. To be convinced of his Power, we need only 
ttend to the awful Caſe ofour firſt Parent, who tho” 


n a ſtate of Innocence, and perfect Knowledge of 
| the Divine Will, was deceived by him, and by 
| 5 Diſobedience many were made Sinners. 


The Matter of his Temptations is—all that is 
ithin us and every Thing with which we have to 
[fe He can work upon every Power and Faculty: 
the Mind, upon every Temper and Conſtitution 
an raiſe our Affections to Extacy by imaginary 
oys, or depreſs them to Deſpondency and Deſpair 
5 groundleſs Fears and Terrors. He can avail 
| himſelf of every Condition-in which we are placed,, 
* . Circumſtance of our Lives, of every F rien 
or 


— 
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Fe called, . The Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World.” 


vant 


or Enemy v we have, to impole upon our Judgments 
to engage us to do his Drudgery, and to rob us of 
our Peace. 
| The Manner of his Temptations i is alſo various. 
Sometimes he openly aſſaults, © he goes about like a 
« Lion ſecking whom be may devour.” 1 Peter v. 6. 
And hurls his < fery Darts,” Epheſ. vi. 16. At other 
Times he appears as an Angel of Light,” 2 Cor. 
xi. 14. And endeavours to ſap and undermine the 
Judgment, by , and T enders of Ad- | 
e. 
1. _ Lively Chriſtians are alſo exerciſed ich; an 
evil Heart of Unbelief. When we conſider the 
| Character of Him in whom we are called to truſt, 
the faithful, unchangeable God, who cannot lie, 
who cannot deny himſelf, and who has inviolably 
kept Covenant and Mercy with all who have con- 
fided in him; it ſeems wonderful that any of the 
Sons of Men ſhould ever doubt of what he ſays. 
Let ſtrange as it may be thought, they are more 


„ ready to confide in any Perſon, however change- 


able, fallible, or even falſe he may have been, than 
in Him. And it is, if poſſible, more wonderful, 
that any who have, not only his glorious Charac- 
ter to regard, but have experienced his Faithful- 
neſs in manly Inſtances, ſhould ever ſtagger at his 

Promiſes thro' Unbelief. Yet thus it has been and 
is. After the Children of Iſrael had ſeen the Lord 
work a variety of Miracles in their Favour, and the 
Lord had promiſed to give them Fleſh to eat on 


the PD e ſpake againſt God, ſaying, © Ca 
B4 « God 


Py ® ws 
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n 
Go furniſh a Table in the Wilderneſs? He ſmote 
* the Rock, that the Waters guſbed out, and the 
Streams overflowed ; can be give Bread al ſo can be 
provide Fleſh for his People? Numbers xi. Pſalm 


viii. When the Angel Gabriel, in the Name 
f God, declared to Zacharias, « Thy Wife Eliza- 
© beth ſhall bear thee a Son, and thou ſhalt have Foy. 
© ond G ladneſs, and many ſhall rejoice at bis Birth,” 
uke 1. Though he was a Prieſt of the Moſt 
igh, had often the Records of his Faithfulneſs, 
ind had experienced his Truth—his Language was, 


0 diſeredit the Word of God, that it is numbered 


ong the Myſteries of Godlineſs, God was—be- 4 
* lieved on in the World.” 1 Tim. iii. 16. No won- 


ler then that this Root of Bitterneſs ſhould in part 
emain in the Hearts of Chriſtians ;' ſince, '** as in 
© Water, Face anſwereth to Face, ſo the Heart of Man 

x 'to Man.” Prov. xxvii. 19. It cannot indeed have 
Dominion over them, becauſe this would be irre- 
oncilable with their diſtinguiſhing Character, as 
Believers, but it often prevails. And, notwith- 
ſtanding it diſhonours God in the groſſeſt Manner, - 
Jarkens their Evidences of an Intereſt in his Fa- 
your, robs them of their Peace, hinders their Uſe- 
ulneſs, and tends to ſeparate them from the living 
God—it frequently inſnares and leads them cap- 
ive. No Remembrance of the Evil and Diſtreſs 
t has occaſioned in themſelves and others, no Re- 
dlutions to watch and pray, and fight manfully a- 
gainſt it for the future, can prevent their falling 


nder its Power, This 1 is their grand Enemy, as 
F well 


© hereby ſhall I know this ?” And ſo prone is Man 


CEP 
well as the greateſt Enemy to the Glory of the Re 


deemer; nor will they have Deliverance from i it 
till the Body of Sin is done away *. 


When we conſider the Greatneſs, Power, an 
Succeſs of theſe Enemies of the Chriſtian - th 
World, a tempting Devil, and an evil Heart « 
Unbelief can we wonder that one, who had ſtrug 
; gled with them for Years, ſhould, deſire, whe 


Eternity was 1n View, to be delivered from them 


No. Eſpecially when he confided in the Promil 
of a faithful God, that after his Diſſolution 
ſhould be with Chriſt with Him whom, havin 
not ſeen, he loved—with Him, whom, now h 
Heart and his Strength failed, he found to be th 
e of his Heart, and truſted that he woul 


>< Since than this 3 is | the appointed 1 * every Chriſtia 
that through ſuch Tribulations he muſt enter into the King 
dom of Heaven, it will not admit of a Moment's Hefitation 
to determine which is beſt, or moſt defirable—to contin 
here, or to depart, and be with Chriſt. To continue he 
implies, to be in a State of Warfare with ſworn Enemies, pc 
erful, ſubtle, malicious, implacable ; who never give Quarte 
nor ever admit of a Truce, but when they expe to gain ſom 
great Advantage by it. And this Warfare continues throu 
Life; from the Moment he becomes a Chriſtian to his Deat 
and never allows a long Interval of Peace. To depart, ſux 
poſes a Deliverance from this Warfare, with all its Trouble 
and Trials. It ſuppoſes, moreover, to be in a State of etet 
nal, unchangeable Happineſs—to be with Him, in whoſe Pre 
ſence is Life, and at whoſe right Hand there are Pleaſures fc 
evermore - to poſſeſs heavenly Manſions—an Inheritance it 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away—a Kingdot 


oo reign with Chriſt—to enjoy greater Things than Eye hat 


ſeen, or Ear hath heard, or it hath entered into the Heart c 
Man to conctive. . 


(r 
his Portion: for ever. And yet even this De- 


< was in | Submiſſion to the Divine Will. The 


anguage of his Heart was, Not my Will, bur | 
ine be done. 


| 0 my F riends, what a 1 may we learn 
em the Caſe of this excellent young Man! It 


oves the Reality of Religion—that there is 


oral Life—even a living to God, and a dying in 
dpe of being Happy with him. We may here 
Hi 2 ſee the Nature of it—to take him for our Por- 


dn, to oppoſe his Enemies while in this World, 
d ſubmit to his Will in Life and in Death. 
und, what Encouragement have we to preſs forward 


r the Prize of our high Calling in Chriſt Jeſus, 
hben we ſee the Truth of our Principles demon- 


rated by Practice! His Example may likewiſe be 
ed as a Spur to quicken us in the Path of Duty. 


e had not arrived to half the Vears of many of us; 
Ad yet how ſteady was he in his Walk, how 
bund in Judgment, how zealous for the eternal 
Penefit of others! Nor did he act thus only for a 
ſhort Seaſon, but for ſeveral Years before he died. 

od grant that we may follow him in this Life, ſo. 
; as he followed Chriſt, and that our latter End 
ay be like his, equally to the Support of our own 
C uls, and the Glory of our Redeemer. 


| Tou who were his Parents and Relations, are 
ore particularly bound to conſider this Caſe. You 


bw mourn for his Death, but have abundant Rea- 
n to turn your Mourning into Joy, He is now 


| cruſt, there; e wy are at Reſt, and 


ething more than a fair Outſide, a decent and 


„ whers * 


1 tempted to think that his ſtrictneſs in Religion was 


| you find he was the fame to the Grave, that he 


6 
where all are compleatly happy. Can you wiſh b 
to exchange this State, to live with you a few Years 
longer in this World of Trouble and Miſery ? He 
has paſſed this Life and Death to your Credit. His 
Race is now run, and he is in Poſſeſſion of the 

glorious Prize. Do you deſire it had been longer 
before he obtained it? What Benefit could you 
had from his Continuance among you, which yow 
cannot have from reflecting upon his Lifeand Death 
If he was with you, might you not at Times be 


unneceſſary, the Effect of Deluſion or Enthuſiaſm g 
that he would ſometime or other, change his Prin- 
ciples and Practice, and act as others do? But when 


| maintained them to the laſt, and that they ſup« 
ported him in his dying Moments, what Room can 
you have to doubt of their Truth and Power? Thus 
God as ſet before you in a ſtrong Light, the Truth 
of his glorious Goſpel, and in a Manner with which! 
thouſands and ten thouſands are not favoured. This 
is, affuredly, a Talent committed to your Care. 
Take heed that you do not abuſe, or hide it in 4 
Napkin. If you do not improve it, ſo as to give up 
yourſelves unto God thro” Jeſus Chriſt, and walk 
as Perſons profeſſing Godlineſs, it will riſe up to 
your Shame and Condemnation at the laſt Day, you 
will be wholly inexcuſable, and never ſee the F ace 
of God in Peace. 


What can the Phariſee ſay to this, who profeſſes 
to truſt to his own Righteouſneſs, and will not 
ſubmit to the * of God? This Young 


Man 


Cs) 
a the Pollutions of the World, was al- | 
rays moral in his Conduct, an Evidence that he 
pared God above many. But he found this was 
ot ſufficient to recommend him to his Favour, that 
ſtood in need of a better Righteouſneſs than 
is own. He therefore renounced his own Righ- 
eouſneſs as filthy Rags, and caſt himſelf upon the 
ercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus. In this Faith he 
rved for Years, in this he died, and mY it was 0 
ported in a dying Hour. 
Is not this, my young Friends, a Reproof bs: 
dme of you? He has finiſhed his Courſe, before 
you have ſet out in the Ways of Religion. You 
we ſeen as many Days as he did, but have had 
perhaps few ſerious Thoughts about your eternal 
elfare. He has entered upon everlaſting Glory, 
while you are liable to everlaſting Miſery. May 
od fix his Example in your Memories and Hearts, 
and give you to remember your Creator in the- 
Days of your Youth. 

And may we all, by the Bleſſing of God, ſo con- 
ider this uncommon Inſtance of his Mercy, as to 
receive a ſolid and laſtingBenefit by 1 it, to the Praiſe 
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DISCOURSE. 
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ANN THORN, 


Who departed this Life, in the Year, 1768. 
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PSALM xi. 7. 


Tan as a Wonder unto many : But * 5 
|  firong Refuge 


HI 8 Pſalm ſeems to have been wrote b 
David, when he was perſecuted by his Sc 
Abſalom. When that fayourite Son attempted 
by the. moſt hypocritical Means, to deprive hi 
Father, in his declining Age, of his Crown, an 
of his Life. This was perhaps the ſharpeſt Tri; 
he ever had. Yet under this he looks. up t 

| God; In thee, O Lord, do I put my Truſt | 
l let me never be put to Confuſion.” ver. i. Ant 
prays for Deliverance; * Deliver me, O my God 
ce out of the Hand of the Wicked, out of the Hand 
« of the Unrighteous and cruel Man:” ver. i 
gratefully acknowledging the Care of Providence 
which had been over him from his earlieſt Infancy 


« By thee have I been holden up from the Womb 
e thou art he that took me out of my Mother 


« Bowels, my Praiſe ſhall be continually of thee: 
ver. 6. Expreſſing alſo the Thoughts Men enter 
tained of him: « I am as a Wonder unto many: 
ver. 7. A Prodigy: One who has been diſtinguiſhed 
by the moſt ſtriking Changes of Proſperity and 

Adverſity. Yet at all Times, and in the moſt dif 
treſſing Circumſtances, I have a Place of Safety to 
flee to; « Thou, O Lord, art my Refuge, my 
« ſtrong Refuge ver. 7. 


Many 


38 18 * 
Many of the Circumſtances of David's Life 
ere very remarkable. He was, by the Com- 
and of God, taken from the Sheep-fold, and 
nointed King of Iſrael while there was a King 
pon the Throne ot the Lord's Appointment. When 
evil Spirit, from the Lord, troubled Saul, ge 
7as choſen to ſoothe his Mind, by playing on the 
arp, and to be his Armour Bearer. And, not 
png after, was made the King's Son-in-Law, for 
laying Goliath, the Champion of the Philiſtines, 
tho had impiouſly defied the Armies of the living 
od. His Succeſs over Goliath, and being ap- 
dointed to ſucceed in the Kingdom, excited the 
nvy and Jealouſy of Saul, who therefore perſecut- 
d and ſought to ſlay him, as long as he lived. 
pon Saul's Death he ſucceeded to the Throne, 
d was more honored than any of the Kings of 
ſrael, who had reigned before him. The Lord 
reſerved him whereſoever he went, and ſubdued 
| his Enemies. After all theſe Things, we ſee 
him obliged, in his drooping Age, to leave his 
Palace, pelted and curſed by one of his Subjects, 
purſued by a favourite Son, thirſting for his 
Crown, and his Blood. But he had ſinned. He 
ad committed Adultery with the Wife of Uriah, 
and to prevent a Diſcovery, had ſlain Uriah with 
the Sword of the Children of Ammon. Therefore 
| was Evil raiſed up againſt him, out of his own 
| | Houſe, and the Sword commanded never to de- 
part from it. 
| | For theſe great and various Changes in his F or- 
tune, he was no doubt, a Wonder unto many; 


yet, 


I 
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yet, thro” all of them, the Lord was his ſtrong 
Refuge. The Lord had been his Hope and Truſt 
from his Youth, he ſought him early—he thirſted 
after the living God —he went unto God his ex- 
ceeding Joy—Tears ran down his C heeks becauſe, 
Men kept not his Law—he meditated on it Day 
and Night—and rejoiced at it as one rejoiceth over 
great Spoils. He was glad when they ſaid unto, 
him, We will go unto the Houſe of the Lord. He, 
gave many Proofs that the Lord was his Rock 
and Fortreſs, his Strength in whom he truſted, 

his Buckler, the Horn of his Salvation, his. 
; kigh Tower, his hiding Place, his ſtrong Refuge. 

And the Lord evidenced that he was his Deli- 
verer. In his early Youth hedelivered him out of the 
Paw of the Lion, and out of the Paw of the Bear— 
he delivered him from the Hand of the uncircum- 


| ciſed Philiſtine—from the perſecuting Power of 


Saul, ſeveral Times: once, in a miraculous Man- 
ner, by ſtirring up the Philiſtines to invade the 
Land, and cauſing the Report to reach Saul's Ear, | 
at the very Moment he expected to ſeize David as 


his Prey; in conſequence of which, Saul was o 


| bliged to depart with his Troops immediately, to 


| oppoſe the Philiſtines. He delivered him from 


the unrighteous and cruel Man, by defeating the 
N Counſel of Ahitophel, and putting it into 
the Heart of Joab to ſlay Abſalom, contrary to 
the ſolemn and repeated Command of the King. 
And what was more than all theſe, he delivered 
him from the dreadful State of Danger and Inſen- 
Ys into which he had plunged himſelf by 
2 2 


„ X- 20 * 
ranſgreſſion. He « ſaved him from doing 400 | 
© into the Pit—delivered him from his ſtrong - 

© Enemy—reſtored his Soul, and led him into the 
Paths of Righteouſneſs.” And, before his Death, 
pave him to place his Son Solomon upon the 
krone of Iſrael—to find that God, « had made 

© with him an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in 
& All Things and ſure;“ and that this was e all his 5 
* Salvation, and all his Deſire.” I 
But the Caſe of David is not altogether angular. 
For every religious Man is likewiſe a Wonder un- 
to many; and the Lord is alſo his ſtrong Refuge. 
He is a Wonder unto many, becauſe of the Change | 
which is obſervable in him the Doctrines he pro- 
feſſes—and the Manner of his Life and Conver- 5 
ſation. 
1. The religious Man is a Wonder unto many 


on Account of the Change which is uſually viſible 


in him. Thoſe whom God has “ Ordained to e- 
« ternal Life,” are by Nature the Children of 

ct Wrath, even as others;” and for a Time, Walk 
« according to the Courſe of this World,” among 
the Children of Diſobedience.“ They "I. - 
« without God;” neither taking him for their 
chief Good, nor having Reſpect unto his Com- 

mandments: and knowing of no greater Happi- 
neſs. than this World can afford, they ſeek their 
Portion in it, conforming themſelves to its Cuſ- 
toms and Faſhions, and living in Purſuit of its 
Conveniences, Comforts, Pleaſures, Riches, and 
Honours. But when God, «© Who commands 


tc the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſhines in 
| ce their 


|  becauſeof the Doctrines he profeſſes. Whatever 


F Dignity of Man, and his being made in the Image 
| of God, he now believes him to be fallen, ſinful, 


| * 21 

« their Hearts, and gives "rol the Knowledge 0 
< his Glory in the Perſon of Jeſus,” 2 Cor. iv. 6 
They find the Things of this Life empty and unſa 
tisfactory, like broken Ciſterns which can hold no 
Water; and look and return to God, the Foun 
tain of living Water, an all-ſufficient Good, ; 
exceeding great Reward. Having eternal Thingy 
realized to. them, by Faith in the divine Oracle 
they purſue them as their grand Concern, _ 
Change takes Place in the whole Man. Ole 

Things paſs away; all things become new.“ 
Their Views, Aims, Hopes, Fears, Companions, 

are all different from what they once were; ane 
they are a Wonder unto many, who cannot ac 

count for it upon any of their own Principles. 
2. The religious Man is a Wonder unto many, 


Notions he may have entertained concerning th 


depraved: That tho' «© God made Man Upright, 
cc he hath found out many Inventions;” and is 
therefore conſtrained to ſay of him, « How is 
c c the fine Gold become dim! How art thou fallen, 
O Lucifer, Son of the Morning!” He is aſſured 
that All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 


4 Glory of God”—that * there is none that doth 


< Good, no not One”—that « We are all as aft 
« unclean Thing” that Our inward Parts are 


cc very Wickedneſs „ that << every Imaginariont 


ec of the Heart of Man is only Evil continually !“ 
He ſcruples not to affirm that Man cannot fave} 
3 bine 


La 


[ imſelf—that we cannot be fired « By Works of 
. Righteouſneſs which we have done,“ or can do, 
for „ all our Righteouſneſs is as filty Rags” —that 
as many as are under the Law, expecting Sal- 
I 
vation by their own Obedience to it, are un- 
der the Curſe; for * curſed is every One who 
© continueth not in all Things that are written in 


© the Book of the Law to do them;” and the Law 
Kemands a perfect Obedience, in Thought, Word, 
and Deed, of every One who would be juſtified by 
it as a Covenant of Works. 
He believes that © there is no Name, given a- 
[<c mong Men; by en we can be ſaved, but the 
” Name of Jeſus Chriſt” that « there is no Salva- 
F tion in any other”-;that Him hath God pro- 
ce yided and ſet forth to be a Propitiation for the 
. Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, thro Faith in his 
% Blood” ---that we never can have Peace with 
God, till we are © juſtified freely by his Grace, 
te thro' the Redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus? 
and that © all who believe in him ſhall be ſav- 
& ed. Are juſtified from all things, from which 
« they could not be juſtified by the Law of Mo- 
ec ſes,” or any other Law. 

Heis ſatisfied that the Saviour i is, not a mere 
Man, who had no Exiſtence before he was © made 
« Fleſh,” or. © took on him the Seed of Abra- 
« ham — not, an inferior, or Demi-God—butr, 
« The living and true God, over all, bleſſed for 
| «© evermore; who created all Things, and upholds 
« them by the Word of his Power,” 


He . 


=D — 


3 1 1. | 
He heſitates not to pronounce, that 4 Fxcer 
e a Man be born again, — born of the Spirit b 
<« the incorruptible Seed of the Word, which liv 
ec eth and abideth for ever, he cannot ſee the King 
« dom of God:” that every real Chriſtian is 
« new Creature,” changed in Heart, and chang 
ed in—< Choſen of God that he may be holy, an 
te unblameable before him in Love vredeſt 
e nated to be conformed to the Image of his So 
« that he may be meet for an Inheritance with th 


« Saints in Light, and have that Holineſs withou 
ce which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


He believes that the Things which God has pro 
miſed are to be obtained only in the Uſe of th 
Means which he has appointed: That it is there 
fore his Duty to watch and pray, to guard again 
the Occaſions of falling, to ſearch the Scriptures 

to examine himſelf, to aſk of God and depend 0 
him for all that is neceſſary. 
He doubts not but the End of the Grace of God 
is to eradicate all ſelfiſh Principles, and to crefit 
in him a ſupreme Affection to God for what he i 

in himſelf, and an univerſal Benevolence to al 

Men, eſpecially to thoſe in whom he can trace an 
part of his Image; and that ſo far as this Spiri 
prevails, he was the Evidence within himſelf, and 


gives it to others, that he is intereſted 1 in the Sal 
vation of Jeſus. 


Theſe are the leading Doctrines he profeſſes 
and on Account of theſe, he is a Wonder unt 
many, for to the many theſe Things are Fooliſhneſs 
6c God hath hid them fromthe Wiſe and Prudent; 


1 ang 
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nd therefore, relying on their own Wiſdom, 
Thich is « Fooliſhneſs with God,“ they cry out, 
low can theſe Things be? How can we be fallen, 
Inful, depraved, inſufficient to our own Salvation 
nd Happineſs, and not know it? Or ſuppoſing 
this to be true, with what Juſtice can one Per- 
dn be ſaved and made happy, by the Sufferings 
And Obedience of another? Nay, but, O Man, 
Ache art thou that replieſt againſt God?” If your 
mn Wiſdom was ſufficient to direct you to God 

nd Happineſs, why did he, in infinite Condeſ- 
tenſion, give his Word © to be a Light to the 


þ 


give his Holy Spirit, to them who aſk—to lead 
them into all needful Truth!” If your own Pow- 
r could . fave you, why did God provide a Savi- 
ur? Wherefore < be ſtill, and know that he is 
God.” Remember that he, © Whoſe Ways are 
not as your Ways, and whoſe Thoughts are not 
as your Thoughts—the high and lofty One, who = 
inhabiteth Eternity, hath thus ſpoken. Con- 
end no longer with your Maker, but bow to the 
Sceptre of his Mercy, leſt he ſhould ariſe and take 
engeance, and configh you over to the Blackneſs 
df Darkneſs for ever. 
3. The religious Man is a Wonder unto many, 
becauſe of the Manner of his Life and Converſa- 
ion. He now ſees God, his Law, the Redeemer; 
mſelf, and eternal Things, as the moſt important and 
ntereſting Objects. His Conduct therefore muſt 
de different from that of thoſe who do not ſee 
nem in this Light. Accordingly, he is conſtrain- 
2 ed 
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Feet, and a Lamp to the Path,” and promiſe to 


| pears before him, he evidences” not a light and 


® 1 
: ed « to live no longer to himſelf, but to God. b He 
reverences him in his Thoughts, Words and Ac: 
tions — ſanctifies him in his Heart and make 
him the Object of his Fear and Dread. He delightt 
in his Law, and eſteems it not only his Duty, bu 

his Intereſt to have Reſpect unto all his Commands 
ments. He worſhips him conſcientiouſly and fre 
quently; not merely for the Sake of diſcharging 4 
Debt, but of enjoying a Privilege. When he ap 


trifling, but a ſerious and compoſed Frame of 
Mind. When he ſpeaks of him, it is with Solem- 
nity and Awe, In his Actions, he regards not his 
own Honour, Pleaſure, or Profit, ſo much as th 

- _ Glory of God. The Law of the Lord influences 
him in his Dealings with Men. He acts with 4 
diſintereſted Spirit, Conſidering chiefly what is 
juſt and right, he takes no Advantage of the Ig= 
norance or Neceſſities of others, but does unto all 
as he would that, in like Circumſtances, they 
ſhould do unto him. His Heart being enlarged 
with a Deſire to be Uſeful, he his ready « to do 
c good unto all, and eſpecially unto thoſe who 
are of the Houſhold of Faith.” He delights 
not in Places of public Concourſe and Noiſe; but 
enjoys himſelf moſt, when, hid from the Eye of 
Man, he communes with his Heart and his God. 
Paſſing over the Rich, the Great, the Honourable, 
he chooſes for his Companions thoſe who fear the 
Lord, eſteeming them the Excellent of the 
« Farth,” though they are mean and contemptible 
in the Sight of others, and . treated as the Filth 
c 3 & and 
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* and Offxcouring of the World.”- The Redeemer - 
is precious to him; and he is an Advocate for his 


Truth, his Intereſt, and his People. He attends 
ais worldly Calling with Diligence, and from 
Principle; but “ ſeeks firſt the Kingdom of God 
ind his Righteouſneſs.” He endeavours, by ho- 
neſt Means, to provide for his Family ; but con- 
iders himſelf as Having here no abiding City.” : 
He lives for Eternity. . 
Thus he generally acts and converſes, and chere- 
"i he is.a Wonder unto many. 
- 2. God is alſo his ſtrong Refuge. The Man 
who avows that his Hope of Mercy is in the Pro- 
miſe of God through the Merits of a crucified Je- 
ſus, and walks as a Perſon profeſſing Godlineſs, 
Joon finds that the World is unwilling, and that 
his Wants are frequently of ſuch a Nature, that it is 
unable to help him. Nor is he able to help him- 
ſelf. However ſtrong the Inclination, he feels he 
has not the Power. To whom then can he apply 
with any Proſpect of ſucceſs? He finds it written, 
God is our Refuge and Strength, a very preſent Help 
in Trouble, Pſalm xlvi. 1.—Come unto me, all ye that 
Labour, and are heavy laden, and Iwill give you Reſt. 


#0 wiſe caſt out, John vi. 37.—Caſt thy Burden up- 


Matt. xi. 28.— Him that cometh unto me, I will in 


on the Lord, and be ſhall ſuſtain thee: He ſhall never E 


ſuffer the Righteous 10 be moved, Pſalm lv. 22.—Aſ, 
and it ſhall be given you, Matt. vii. 7.—No good 
Thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly, 
Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. None that truſt in him ſhall be de- 
folate, Plalm xxxiv. 2 22, — 1 will never leave thee nor 


 foſate 
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forſake thee. Heb. xiii. 5. He ſees that in this Wa) 
holy Men of Old ſought a ſupply of their Want! 
and found it. They looked unto bim, and were light 
ned, and their Faces were not aſhamed, Pſalm xxxi 
5. — They cried unto thee, and were delivered, thy 
truſted in thee, and were not confounded, Pſalm xx 
5. Thus in the Hour of Danger, David applie 
unto God for help: Preſerve me, O God, for in thee 
'T put my Truſt. Pſalm xvi. 1. O Lord, my God, 
thee do I put my Truſs ; ſave me from all them that pe 
ſecute me, and deliver me. Pſalm vii. 1. In the co 
lected Seaſon of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, he de 
cClares, The Lord is my Rock, and my Forireſs, at 
my Deliverer: my God, my Strength, in whom 1 
- truſt, my Buckler and the Horn of my Salvation, 4 
my high Tower. Pſalm xviii. 2. The Lord i 1s 1 
Sbepberd I ſhall not want. Pſalm xxiii. 1, He ch 
ges his Soul to look unto God only; my Soul, wa 
thou only upon God : for my Expectation is from bin 
be only is my Rock , and my Salvation; be is my Di 
fence, I ſhall not be moved. Pfalm lxii. And re 
commends this Practice to others: Put not yo 
truſt i in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whom they 
is no Help. Pſalm cxlvi. 3. Truſt in him at all Time 


ye People, pour out your Heart before him : God is 
Refuge for us. Pſalm Ixit. 8. 


In like Manner, when Hezekiah had receive 
the blaſphemous Letter of Senacherib, King « 
Aſſyria, inſtead of conſidering by what human mea 
he might avoid the impending Danger, he went 
to the Houſe of the Lord, and ſpread it before the Lo 
—and ud projed-—ſoying, incline thine Ear, O Lord, a 


beat 


( 28 ) EET 
33 0 Lord, our God, ſave us from bis Hand, that 

I the Kingdoms of the Earth may know that thou art 
e Lord, even thou only. Iſa. 37. Thus, as the 
Þriſtian is given to know himlelf, the World, 
d the true Character of God, he his brought 
p truſt leſs to the Creature, and more to the 
reator. To him he looks for what is wanting. 
the Hour of Difficulty and Diſtreſs, he approaches 
is Mercy-ſeat, ſpreads his Wants before him, 
ours forth his Complaints intb his Boſom, and | 
nds that he is a God, hearing Prayer, able and 
filling to help in the Time of Need. 
The Lord is alſo his frong Refuge. The Name 18 
F the Lord is a ſtrong Tower, the Righteous runneth 
ko it and is ſafe. Prov. xviii. 10. What a ſtrong 
ower was the Name of the Lord to Shadrack, 
ſeſhack, and Abednego! How readily did they 
In into it in the Seaſon of Danger, and how ſafe 
id it prove to them when Nebuchadnezzar com- 
anded them to bow down to the Golden Image 
ich he had ſet up, and threatned them, If ye wor- 
bip not, ye ſhall be caſt the ſame Hour into the midſt 
F a burning fiery Furnace: and who is that God that 
all deliever you out of my Hands? What was their 
ſwer to that haughtyTyrant? ONebuchadnezzar, 
pe are not careful to anſwer thee in this Matter. If 

F be ſo, our God, whom we ſerve is able to deliver us 
om the burning fiery Furnace, and be will deliver us 
F thine Hand, O King, but if not, be it known unto 
bee, O King, that we will not ſerve thy Gods, nor 
porſbip the golden Image which thou haſt ſetup. And 
then the enraged Monarch caſt them bound into 
1 the 


k 
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the mig of the burning fiery Furnace, God miraculouſly 
| ſupported, and delivered them, ſo that the Fire hai 
#0 Power upon their Bodies, neither was an Hair « 
their Head finged, neither were their Cloaths changet 
neither had the Smell of Firepaſſed upon them. Dan. iii 
From this and fimilar Inſtances—from the Con 
ſideration of the Promiſes of God, and his Help 
which has often been ſeaſonably vouchſafed, the 
Chriſtian is aſſured that the Lord is a ſtrong Refuge 
and makes him his ſtrong Refuge. They that knou 
thy Name will put their Truſt in thee, for thou, L 
haſt not forſaken them that ſeek thee. Pſalm ix. 10 
What Demonſtration has he of this, and what En 
couragement can he take, at Times, from the De- 
clarations of the Hoſt High. No Weapon that i 
formed againſt thee ſhall proſper ; and every Tongue the 
Hall riſe up in Judgment againſt thee, thou ſhalt condemn 
This is the Heritage of the Servants of the Lord. 
Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills be removed, but 
my Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall thi 
Covenant of my Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, why 
hath Mercy on thee. Iſaiah liv. And how ſupporting 
is the Language of the Apoſtle to him, All Thing 
work toget ber for Good, to them that loue Gad. 
Hall ſeperate us from the Love of Chriſt ? Shall Tribs 
lation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Na. 
tedneſs or Peril, or Sword? Nay—in all theſe Things 
we are more than Conquerors, tbro him who loved us. I 
am perſuaded that neither Death nor Li fe nor Thing 
preſent, nor Things to come—ſhall be able to ſeperate 
from the Love of God which is in * Jeſus our Lord 
Romans Vil, 


What 


* 30 ö 
What a Demonſtration have we of all this in the 
derſon whom the Lord lately removed from us? 
dhe had lived in a Country profeſſing Chriſtianity, 
ear thirty Years, without one ſerious Thought of 
od or Eternity. Imagining our devotional Meet- 
ngs were improper, ſhe formed and openly avow- - 
d a Deſign to diſturb us when together, and ac- 
ally came with that Intent. But, behold! before 
e had well ſet her Foot in the Place of Worſhip, 
he Lord diſarmed her of her Reſolution. She ſtaid 
during the Time of Service, and gave an uncom- 
non Attention to what paſſed. In that Hour ſhe 
zeard, underſtood, ſaw the Want and embraced the 
Religion of Jeſus. From that Hour ſhe was a new 
reature, changed in Judgment, Heart and Life. 
She loved thoſe Meetings and People, which before 
were her Abhorrence, and was conſtantly and ex- 
mplarily among them, while able to attend, At 
e End of about three Months it pleaſed a ſove- 
reign God to viſit her with Sickneſs. This was 
continued for near nine Months, and then ended 
in Death, During this long Viſitation, eternal 
Things were often realized to her, and ſhe was in- 
kreafingly ſenſible of their Weight and Importance. 
The Lord held her up a Monument of his Mercy 
and Power, a Comfort, Encouragement, and 
Wonder unto many. About” a Week before her 
Departure, I ſaw her for the laſt Time. To my 
Enquieries into the State of her Mind, the re- 
plied, I truſt in the Word and Promiſe of a mer- 
eiful and faithful God. He has done great Things 
ſor me already, and has promiſed, to do greater : 
an 
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and all that he has promiſed, I am aſſured that he 
will perform. Have you no Doubts about you 
Acceptance with God? None. No Fears of Deatht 
None. Does not the Enemy aſſault you at Times? 
He now and then ſuggeſts ſtrange Things; but! 
immediately lay them before the Lord, and he 
immediately rebukes him.—Are you not unwil 
ling to die? Not at all. What can this Worle 
give me, in Compariſon of my Chriſt?—Are yo 
not unwilling to leave your Huſband and yout 
Child? No. I love my Huſband, and I love my 
Child ; but I love the Lord better. I leave the 
in his Hands, and doubt not but he will prove 
better than a Wife to my Huſband, and a Mothe 
unto my Child.—He will, in his good Time. have 
Mercy upon them, as he has had Mercy upon me *. 
What a Proof have we here that Salvation is of 
the alone Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus? What 
had ſhe done to deſerve—what was ſhe doing te 
obtain it? Alienated from the Life of God from 
her earlieſt Infancy, God was not in all, nor i 
any of her Thoughts. Enmity againſt the Lord 
his Truth, and his People, reigned in her Heart; 
and in that marvellous Moment, was ready te 
break out with the groſſeſt Violence. Wh 8 


» Theſe laſt Words, in particular, ſtruck me. 1 confer, 

; ed them as uttered with ſomething of a prophetic Spirit; and 
from that Moment, have not doubted, for a ſingle Hour, but ; 
that the Lord would make them good. The Father immedi: 


ately began to worſhip with us, and ſoon gave Reaſon te 
hope qhat he thought ſeriouſly of his better Part. The Har 


of Providence, has ever ſince been remarkably upon then 


both for Good, and 1 traſt ,they now both know and love the 
beſt Things. 


_ — 2 
Who, ch 1 to this Caſe, can 8 of 
divine Interpoſition in producing this great and 
moſt inſtantaneous Change? What human Pow- 
r could effect it? Will you ſuppoſe, that ſudden- 
15 reflecting on her Intentions, ſhe ſaw their Im- 
propriety, and refrained from executing them? 
zurely it is monſtrous to imagine this is one, who 
Jcarce ever thought of Conſequences, and never 
" ought of eternal Things. Beſides, when the 
ind is violently bent upon any Thing, it very ſel. 
Nom, if ever happens, that a momentary Reflec- 
17 ion, in its own Powers, will immediatly divert it 
From its Purpoſe, even in thoſe who are uſed to 
| liberate. But what momentary Reflection could 


ange the Judgment, the Heart, the Life? Give 
Per to ſee herſelf condemned by the Law of God — 


un —acquaint her with the Religion of Jeſus, 
and cauſe her to embrace it as ſuitable to her own 
angerous Caſe—and lay the Foundation for ſuch 
ſolid Piety as is not often excelled? Labour not 
o evade the Force of Truth, but own that the 
ight Hand of the Lord brou ght this mighty Thing 
o paſs. 
When Saul was journeying to Damaſcus, breath- 
ng out Fire and Slaughter againſt all who called 
pn the Name of Jeſus, "with the Commiſſion of the 
thief Prieſts, to bring all whom he ſhould find, 
bf this Way, bound vnto Jeruſalem, to be puniſn- 
what ſtopped and diverted him from his Pur- 


? A mere momentary Reflection that he was 


Prong wy, It was the Almighty Power of 11 


hat ſhe wanted a better Righteouſneſs than her 


ts 
And, adurediy, the ſame Almighty Power wrough 

as certain, though not ſo viſibly, in the one Cal 
as in the other. Both are a ſtriking Commen 
upon the Words of the Pſalmiſt, «© 7Þy Peoph 
« ſhall be willing in the Day of thy Power” Pfaln 
cx. | 
I We have here's a remarkable Inſtance of trium 
phant Mercy. Years of Inconſideration and Dif: 
regard of the moſt High —Enmity againſt hi 
Truth and People, and a determined Reſolutiot 
to diſturb them when aſſembled for Worſhip 
could not hinder his Mercy from taking Place 

O Lord, how wonderful art Thou! Thy Way 
are not as our Ways, nor thy Thoughts as out 
Thoughts. A Phariſee would have called for 
Fire from Heaven. A Ruler of the Earth would 
have dealt out Stripes or Death. But thou com 
mandedſt Mercy to diſarm, enlighten, Change anc 

make her a peculiar Perſon, to the eternal Pr: 
of thy glorious Grace. 
Who then need deſpair of Mercy, if it is dealt 
out, in a large Meaſure, to one, when in the 
Act of groſs Rebellion? ſhall it be refuſed to a 
nother who ſeeks it, from a ſenſe of the Want off 
it? —who ſeeks it, from an Aſſurance that if he 
does not find it, he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly?—= 

who ſeeks it, in God's appointed Way, ' through 
Faith in the Obedience unto the Death of JeſusChrift? 
No. It cannot be, Father of Mercies, thou haſt 
- promiſed, that * heſoever ſhall call on the Name 
ol the Lord ſhall be ſaved.” Rom. x. 13. Lift up 

then the Hands which hang down, ye who from 


a Re- 


— 


N „ 
Ie bembrance of paſt Guilt, or a ; Senſe of pre- 
ent Unworthineſs, are ready to deſpair of the 
ercy of God. Continue to uſe the Means of his 
Rppointment, and he will aſſuredly cauſe your 


FDoubts and Fears to vaniſh, and 8 you to re- 
F/oICC in his Salvation. 5 


Can you, who labour under any Bondage = 
ntanglement—or walk in Darkneſs and have no 
ight—any longer think you have ſome Reaſon to 
Jeſpond, or to imagine, that the Lord has for- 
zotten to be Gracious! How ſoon did he break the 
E 5nares, and let the Captive go free! inſtantane- 
[ puſly did Light ſhine out of Darkneſs, and dire& 
FArm ſhortened that he cannot ſave? Is he leſs wil- 
; ng to ſuccour thoſe who ſeek, than thoſe who re- 
bel againſt him! Has he not promiſed to help? 
FCan he deny himſelf? Is he not the ſame Yeſter- 
ay, to-day, and for ever? Be aſhamed then and 
| humbled for your Unbelief. Conſider his Cha- 
ater and Promiſes, and continue to wait on him. 
Hear his voice“ Call upon me in the Day of T. 1 | 
Ei ble; Iwill deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify m me.“ 
Malm 1. 15. 

Such Inſtances of triumphant Mercy are not 
common, Every one is not given to ſee them. But 
Jall who ſee them are particularly called to Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, to caſt away the Weapons of 


their Rebellion, and no more provoke this holy, 
gracious God to ſeek the Lord with Diligence and 


I Perſeverance, and to hope 1 in his Word. 


| 
ir 
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e Feet and Heart into the Ways of Peace! Is his 


ttus ſet before you, and realized to your Conſciences, 


| _ your Heads with Joy in the great Day of Judg- 


(5 ) 

You whowede to ere under th 
| higheſt Obligations to ponder theſe Things in you 
Hearts. You were belt acquainted with her form- 
er Life and Converſation, and had the moſt frequent 
Opportunities of beholding the wonderful Change 
which took Place. You often heard then and ſaw 
that Mercy is wanting—that Mercy is to be found 
that none who ſeeł it, in God's Way, need deſ- 
pair of finding it. And as theſe Truths have been 


you will be without Excuſe, unleſs you endeavour 
do profit by them. May this wonderful Goodneſs 
of God to your Relation lead you to Nepentance.— 
to ſeek him through Jeſus Chriſt- and to walk in 


all his Commandments: that finding Mercy here, 
you may ſerve him in your Generation, and lift 


ment. 5 | 
But dome a one may be * to lay, As the Low 
is thus merciful, 1 will wait and expect his Mercy. 

in this Way. Be aſſured then, you have Reaſon to 
fear you will never have it. What would you 
think of him, who ſhould refuſe to labour for his 


bend, and determine, not to eat; till he ſhould re: 


ceive Manna from Heaven? Such is your: Caſe. © 
Fhe Lord has appointed Means, through which he 
uſually communicates ſpiritual Bleſſinga. Theſe: 
he commands all to uſe; and if they will not uſe 
them, ſin lieth at their Door. He ſometimes indeed 
converts groſs Rebel, or a Perſecutor, when in 
the very Act of Oppoſition to his Truth. But he 
gives no Warrant for any one to believe, that i in 
| D | ſuch 
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n he will deal thus graciouſly © 
The Prrſon, of whoſe Caſe we have been 
de 3 had heard nothing of the free Mercy of 
pod; was quite ignorant of the Way of Salvation 
rough Jeſus Chriſt; and, like the Apoſtle Paul, 
pught. with herſelf, that ſhe * * ought in do many 
« Things contrary, (in Oppaſition) 4% abe Name of 
* Jeſus of Nevoreth,” Acts xxvi. 9. Your Caſe 
then! is entirely different. You have heard his 


warned of your great Danger, if you will not ſeri- 


Truth, and perhaps. underſtand it, and have been 


ouſly attend to ĩt. What Reaſon then can you have 


to expect: a miraculous Interpoſition of God in _ 
Favour,. when you refuſe to follow the Light he 
hes given you, and trample on his Authority, by. 
neglecting to ſeek him as he has commanded? 
Lou may, by Buſineſs, Gaiety, Mirth, and wilful 
Inadvertency, ſtifle your Convictions, and lull your 


yon da heteaſter, when you ſhall ſtand at his Judg- 
ment - Seat? Conſcience will then condemn— you 
will, have nothing to plead your Mouth will be 
ſtopped. And how awful will it be. to hear: the 
juſt Judge pranounce: He tbat wn, be utiuſt. 
« Jet him r unjuſt» hill: He tbat would be: filthy, let 
«. dim;be i lItthy Neill: Rew.xxIi. 10. He who deſ- 
piſed Meray, let him be without it for ever. 8580 Dr. ; 
3h Ln, 1 e Matt xxv. 4k LE 1 
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Conſcience: to flerp white here; but hat will | 


. 4.4 f 2 . . f f 
| A | * n 4 | 1 , | 


© ©CCASIONED BY THE 


WO 


| 0 2 


Wu Died in de Ter e 


Aged 15. Years, | 
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At 9 
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1 5 "SAMUEL. e . 


Aud Saul anſwered, Tan fore d iGrefſeds ; for the Phi 
_— my n * . is RY | 


Ta Hiſtory of 1 is worthy of our cloſ : 
and ſerious Attention. Without any Thing 
_ rake him, he vas choſen from the leaſt 
ol the F amilies of the leaſt of the Tribes of 
to reign over that numerous and highly favoured 
People, the Iſraelites. Such was the Will - | 
ſovereign God. | When, he had reigned a 
five Years, and in many Inſtances had experienc iced 
the Favour of the Moſt High, theProphet « Samuel 
<« ſaid unto Saul, the Lord ſent me to anoint thee to 
« be King over his People, over Iſrael: Nom 
therefore, hearken thou unto the Voice of the 
Words of the Lord. Thus ſaith the Lord of 
« Hoſts, I remember that which Amalek did to 
Iſrael, how he laid wait for him in the Way, 
<& when he came up from Egypt. Now go and 
% ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all that they 
have, and ſpare them not; but ſlay both Man 
% and. Woman, Infant and Suckling, Ox and 
Sheep, Camel and Aſs.” 1 Sam. xv. 1—3. In 
Obedience to the Divine Command, « Saul 
© gathered the People together, and went agai int 


& Amalek, and ſmote the People with the Ede | 
. D 3 6 of 1 


and of the * — of 2 F — and 


Lambs, t was Spod,, and would not 
utterly om but every Thing that was 
vile and refuſe,” that he nttekly deſtroyed.“ At 
jis the Lord was highly uffended, and pronounc- 

8 * Sentence againſt him, by the Prophet Sa- 
z 6c Thou haſt rej 85 the Word of the benz | 


; 274 the Lord oy re efted" rhee” From bei 
8 over Iſs Sd ealbus 1 is the Lord of His 
ſonqur, 1 Lv is It to do the Work of bes 
Aſter this che Affairs of Saul 
He Wag tröcbledd with an evil 
Lors, and became che Prey of 
His Conduct was irrefohate, 
y iy Deg grees, he felt the Diſpleaſurs 
Pephede a gainft him, and he 
vas 00 alle into oY Hand. In this Extre- 
IT kT « he enquired of the Lord, but the Lord 
. anſwered him not.” Deſponding, defpairing of 
Divine Help, he web to a Woman at Endor, one 
of thoſe ** who bad A familiar Spirit, „hom the 
Lord commanded to be cut off out of the Land. 
At his Requeſt, ſhe brought up Samuel, who had 
| | been long Dead. And Samuel ſaid to Saul, 
| | & Why haſt thou diſquieted me to bring me up? 
| | © And Saul anſwered, I am fore diſtrefsed ; for the 
* Philiſtines make War againſt me, and God is de- 
r parted from me, and anſwereth me no more, neither 
| « by Prophets, nor by Dreams: Therefore l have 


: 


ks 


g 
So 
34 


called the chat chou mayeſt make known unto me 
| 86 what 


; 32 8 60 48: ) 
hat I ſhalt do. Then faid Sainuel, W bereforkl | 
<-deſt thou aſk of the; ſeeing the Lord is deparietl | 

from thee, and become thine Fnemy.—The Lord 

<. hath rent the Kingdom out of chine Hand- beeauſe 

thou executed(t not his fierce Wrath upon Ama- 
ek, therefore hath the Lord done this Thing un- 
to thee To-day. Moreover, To-morrow, ſhalt thou 

e and thy Sons be with me; the Lord ao thallf 

deliver the Hoſt of Iſrael into the Hand of he 

e Philiſtines.“ 1 Sam. chap. xxviii;- | 

What I would principally collect from this Hiſ- 

tory, is—the Evil of being delivered into thelj 

Hand of the Enemy of being then forſaken off 

God —and, the ſore Diſtreſs which will be . vcoa» 


floned, vy nene 5 A a on — 
Guilt. | 


| + 4: Bye Wed Rnemy ne, «iv _ Py 


1 - Rand either a temporal or ſpiritual Enemy; an 


Enemy in what relates either to the Body or the 
Soul. To be in the Hands of a temporal Enemy 
is to have our Subſtance, our Perſon, and even 
our Life in his Power. He can deprive us d 
that for which we have long laboured, or which 
has been given us by a favourable Providence. 
He can reduce us, in an inſtant, ron gaht $9] 
harder Circumſtances, from Affluence to diſtreſ 8 8 
Poverty. He can expoſe our Bodies to incle 
Seafons; can eauſe them to Repay het 
Strength; can cover them with Wounds ; er 

them with Torments. He can even depeive my f 
Life; and, when we are in the Midſt of Hale 
n eut us off from the Land af che 
D 4 A 


(4 » 15 = 
L f TYRE Well then might-David cry out, * De- 
4 * liver me not over .-- te mine — 
mies. Pſalm xxvii. 22. f 
To be in the Hands of our r. Pichl i is 
i a greater Evil. It implies, to be entangled 
in his Snares — to be drawn from the Path of 
I Peace, from our chief Good, and to do his Drud- 
1 gery to be racked with Doubts and Fears for our 
{everlaſting Safety, or to be the Objects of his fiery 


11 


compoſe the Evil of being in the Hands of the 
Enemy. of Souls. For a Perſon who has known 
4 what it is to be delivered from the Tyranny, of 
Satan, to be brought again into his accurſed 
Bondage, and to do the Evil that he would not — 
after finding that the Ways of Religion are Wayͤs 
of Pleaſantneſs, to experience the Pangs of a 
v ounded Spirit after having been uſeful to others, 
Ito expect that he himſelf ſhall become a Caſt. a- 
[| way—after having walked in the Light of God's 
= Countenance; to be in Darkneſs, Darkneſs with- 
out the leaſt Glimmering of Light; and from 


| 
' *Þ 


Man: Theſe are Evils indeed; among, if not the 
greateſt, which can be felt on this fide of Eternity. 
One or more of theſe, cauſed: David to ſay, Will 
«the Lord caſt off for ever? And will he be fa. 
e yourable no more? Is his Mercy clean gone for 
« ever? Doth his Promiſe fail for evermore? Hath 


det God forgotten to be gracious? Hath he in An- | 
| Jes ger ſhut up his tender Mercies?” Pſalm lxxvii. 

6 How N wilt than _ me, O Lord, for 
8 ever? 


Darts. One or other, or ſeveral of theſe together, 


ingenuous Shame, to be unable to look to God or | 


96 having 
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ever? How long will thou hide thy Face: from 
„me? How ſhall I take Councel in my Soul, 
Sorrow in my Heart daily? How long 
„ ſhall mine Enemy be exalted over me? Conſider, 
et and hear me, O Lord, my God; lighten mine 
« Eyes, leſt I ſleep the Sleep of Death; leſt mine 
Enemy ſay, I have prevailed againſt fim; and 
& thoſe that trouble me, rejoice when I am mow- 
ed.“ Pſalm xiii. Such as theſe, extorted from 
Heman, that mouraful,” deſponding, Language, 
O Lord, God of my Salvation, I have cried} 
„Pay and Night before thee. Let my Prayer 
- come before thee: incline thine Ear unto my 
Cry: For my Soul is full of Troubles: And 
my Life draweth nigh unto the Grave. — Thou 
cc haſt laid me in the loweſt Pit, in Darkneſs, i in 
e the Deeps. Thy Wrath lieth hard upon me, 
thou haſt afflicted me wich all thy Waves.“ 
Pſalm Ixæxxviii. 
But under bodily Evil, better Poverty; Sick 
neſs, Pain, Torment, or any other, which Violence 
may bring on, the Mind may be ſupported ; may 
be at Eaſe frem the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience, and even iejoice from a Senſe of the Divine | 
F avour. Many of Old . were tortured, not accept- 
« ing Deliverance, that they might obtain a berter| 
60 Reſurrection. And others had Trials of cruel 
« Mockings,and Scourgings, yea, moreover of Bonds 
* and Impriſonment. They were ſtoned, they were 
« ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were lain with the 
« Sword ; they wandered about in Sheep-Skins and 
$6 CE IIS; being deſtitute, afflicted, torment- 


— 


"4 46). 


w—_ Ye « they all looked for a City; which” 
hath Foundations, whaſe Builder and Maker is 
Gad.“ Abd they all died in Faith, having 
1 ſeen the Promiſes (or Things promiſed) afar off, 
and were 'petfuaded. of them, and embraced 
them.“. Hel. xi. They had, under all their 
4 8 Strength for their Day; and experienced 
«as Afffictions . Conſolations a 
Pounds _— 
Some have been 15 aber _— hiſs 
Perſecutions as to be carried beyond the Reach of 
ain, The uſual Effects of Cauſes, have for a 


the Bodies of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abedne- 
go, The Fire had no Power, nor was an Hair 
« of their Head ſinged, neither were their Coats 
changed, nor had the ſmell of Fire paſſed on 
* them, though they had been caſt, and fell down, 
* bound, into the midſt of a Torn fiery, Fur- 


e nace.” Dan. iii. 7 
Evils likewiſe of a ſpiritual Nature, will, and 

often do, admit of Alleviation and Support. Doubts 
and Fears. of the Favour of God, and even Ap- 
prehenſions of his Diſpleaſure, may proceed from 
mere Darkneſs of the Mind, from Ignorance or 
obſcure Views of his Truth. Perſons, thus exer- 
diſed, may ſincerely aim to be Obedient to the 


Voice of his Servant, though they cannot ſtay 


themſelves on their God: And a Glimmering of 
Light, now and then vouchſafed, may raiſe them, 


though but for a ſhort _ from Deſpondency 
A _ And 


Time, been ſuſpended, on their Account. Upon | 


C4) 


And notwithſtanding Guilt is on 8 | 
there may be a Hope in his Mercy. - For «if any: 


e Man ſins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
« Jeſus: Chriſt the Righteous ; and he is the Pro- 
« pitiation for our Sins.” Even under a deep 
Senſe of the Guilt of Adultery and Murder, Da- 
vid could pray in Hope. Have Mercy. on me, 
« O God, according to thy Loving-kindneſs: Ac 
ec cording to the Multitude of thy tender Mer- 
* ces, blot out my Tranſgreſſions. Reſtore unto 
« mie the Joy of thy Salvation; and uphold me with 
« thy free Spirit, Then will I teach Tranſgreſſors 
« thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be converted unto: 
Thee. Deliver me from Blood-guiltineſs, O 
: by God, thou God of my emen z and 22 
Pſalm hi. 
2. But how: much i: is the Evil of being, i in the | 
Hands of the Enemy exaſperated, by being then 
| forſaken of God! « I am ſore diſtreſſed, for the | 
« Philiſtines make War againſt me, and God is 


 « departed” from me, and anſwereth no more, | 
_ < neither by Prophets nor by Dreams,” A Perſon, | 
in this State, is ſuppoſed to have known the Blef- | 
ſing of Communion with God; to have ſought | 
him at a Throne of Grace, and found that the 
Lord had not commanded him to ſeek his Face in 
vain. He anſwereth no more.“ He has anſwer- 
ed formerly, frequently. <© Neither by Prophets, 4 
ce nor by Dreams,” Neither by his Servants, nor | 
by Viſits in the Nights nar by any of thoſe Ways | 
in which he uſed to diſoover his Will, He whoſe 
Hope 


; ope has been it in God ay knows that vain 
is the Help of Man, and that without God he 
can do Nothing. For ſuch an One to be in the 
Hands of his Enemy, in Captivity, under Op- 
I preſſion, or Violence, and finds that God is a pre- 

ſent Help no more to have no Comfort in this 
World, and no Hope of any in another —to be 


Hracked with Apprehenſions and Fears of the eter- 
Word to raiſe the drooping Soul—to go to his 

| Mercy-Seat, again, again, again—to cry mightily 

to pour out the Soul unto him, and yet find that 

God anſwereth no more — no more — this is Miſery | 

indeed. Yea, Woe alſo to them, when I * ; 

« part from them,” Hoſea ix. 10. oe 

3. But what an Addition to this Miſery muſt i $ 


be to have then a Senſe of unpardoned Guilt! 
When the Sons of Jacob thought themſeves in 


and ſaid one to another, We are verily guilty | 
concerning our Brother, in that we ſaw the An- 
e guiſn of his Soul, when he beſought us, and 
« we would not hear: Therefore is this Diſtreſs 
come upon us.“ Gen. xlii. 21. Yet they appre- 
| hended only a temporal Puniſhment; and perhaps, 
| without one Addreſs for Pardon and Deliverance, 
| found the Lord was at Hand, diſpelled their Fears, 
and gave them Joy and Gladneſs. How different 
the Caſe of him, who is oppreſſed with a Senſe of 
Sin, ſees its Nature and Tendeney, and has 
ſought Pardon and Deliverance frequently, ear- 
_, and for a long Seaſon, and yet has ſought | 


nal Diſpleaſure of God, and have no cheering EO 


Danger, they remembered what they had done, 


in- 


5 ion. 


but an b - "EIN * * Soul . 
this horrible Pit. 


5 T + * | 
1 vain. His Conſcience ſays of every Croſs; DiE. 
appointment, Evil, this is the Effect of Tranſgreſ- 
He writes bitter Things againſt himſelf. 
_ His Soul refuſeth Comfort. When the Night 
cometh, he wiſheth for the Morning; and when 
the Morning cometh; then he whiſneth -for the 
Evening. When he ſays, My Bed ſhall comfort 
1 me, my Couch ſhall- eaſe my Complaint; then 
_-< God ſcareth him with Dreams, and terrifieth him 
e thre” Viſions; ſo that his Soul chooſeth Strang- 
4c ling and Death rather than Life.” A wounded 

Spirit, a departed God, his everlaſting Diſpleaſure 

Habitually before the Eye, expected, and ſenſible 

that it is deſerved—what Views are theſe! None 


T be Caſe ofa young emi, ak: we - hank 
Juſt now Buried, has ſupplied” us with this Subje&. 
At the Age of Thirteen only, ſhe began to have a 
ſerious Regard for her eternal Welfare, and to 
Prize the Opportunities of hearing the Goſpel. In 
a few Months after receiving her firſt ſerious Im- 
preſſions, her Mind was harraſſed Night and Day, 
with the Fear of being obliged to leave this Place, 
and in conſequence, of being deprived of ſuitable 
| Companions and Ordinances. To avoid this ſhe 

interceeded inceſſantly, and in about two. Montks 
her Requeſt was granted. 'But no ſooner was ſhe 
arrived at the Summit of her Wiſhes, than ſhe be- 
gan to ſlacken in her waiting on God, and by De- 
grees, to loſe the -Reliſh of the beſt Things. In 


: =_ ns ſhe e continued for about ** Months, 


luke. 
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en in her Profeſſion, and Slothful in her 
Practice, (often warned of her Jhgratitude and 
Danger, but to no Purpoſe) till the Stall- Pon 
became epidemical here. Then her Fears began. 
In a few Weeks ſhe was ſeized with the Diſeaſe 
IP! Her Fears increaſed! In a few Days; ſh fayw 
I with Hotrot, the Folly, Baſcneſs, and Danger, of 
flighting the favourable Providences of the Lord, 
and neglecting the Means of Improvement. Her 

Soul was ſore diſtreſſed could not, would noe 
be comforted—deſponded=—<defpairek From this 

dreadful State ſhe was at length delivered.:by a 
1 Diſcovery” of the unchangeable Love of God to 


| 
lis 
| 
I 


before: them. The Inſtrument of rar eg ; 
| was the following beautiful Hymn. 


© HARK! an Sos it 1 =Y 
Tis. thy Saviour, hear his Word: 
- Jeſus Gees and ſpeaks to thee, _ 
Say, poor Sinner, loy'ſt thou me? 
2 I deliver'd thee, When bound. 
* And when Wounded, heal'd thy Wend, 
5 Sought: thee wund ring, ſet the Right, | - 
Tutwd thy Darkneſs inte = ol 165 

| 


* Can a Woman 8 beer Care Ah 
Ceaſe toward the Child ſhe bare? 
Yes, ſhe may forgetful be, 
Yer will I remember thee... 3 aſt 07 1p 


4 Mine is an unchanging Loe? 
2 than the Heighths: * 


* 
* - 
ye 4 S 


Deeper 


] thoſe who have fled for Refuge to the Hope fer 


"Tis ) 


Deeper than the Depths beneath, | 
Free, and faithful, ſtrong as Death. | 


5 Thou ſhalt ſee my Glory ſoon, 5 + 54 
When the Work of Grace is done: 
Partner of my Throne ſhall be 
6 Say, poor Sinner, lov'ſt thou me?? 82 


| 6 * it is my chief Complaint, 

That my Love is weak and faint: 
Tet, I love thee, and adore; 
© for Grace to love thee more! 


This ſhe repeated, e 2 and 
| 3 herſelf, in a manner that cauſed Aſte 
iſhment. The next Day ſhe died ane, 
Great and marvellous are thy Works, Lord 
« God, Almighty. Juſt: and true are thy way 
« thou King of Saints | Thou haſt hid theſe Thing 
« from the Wiſe and Prudent, and revealed, ther 
to Babes. 
We may here obſerve che Sin 20 Nane * 
careleſs Walk. What cauſed her deep Diſtreſs, 
in her laſt Sickneſs? The Remembrance of groſs 
and ſcandalous Tranſgreſſions? No. She had to 
that Hour eſcaped the groſſer Pollutions of the 
World. A Conſciouſneſs that ſhe had ever lived 
alienated from the Life of God? No, She had 
been attentive to, and earneſt after her better Part, 
and had received a lively Hope in the Mercy of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt, What then? It was 
the Remembrance that ſhe had known the Ways 
of Nan but had not walked ſtedfaſtiy in 


them: 


| © 50 5 Ls 
: That the Lord had favoured her with the 


1 had hid her Talent in a Napkin. This was the 
auſe of her Diſtreſs; and this was diſcovered, 
pot by an Human, but by a Divine Power. No 
I nere Arguments could thus effect the Mind. The 
| Right Hand of the Lord brought this mightyThing | 
| Wo paſs. Nor was the Cauſe. "of her Anxiety Teen 
ein too ſtrong a Light; for ſhe acknowledged it 
o be juſt; and acquieſced, that what ſhe ſuffered - 
Mere, and expected to ſuffer hereafter, was no 
More than the due Reward of her Folly. TE: 
| 1 But ſome may ſay, As ſhe was only arte ble 
ith Negligence, wherein could her great Guilt 
Waadt T anſwer. Conſider the infinite and coſt- 
22 of God, in giving b bis only-begotton Son, - 
t whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not Periſh, 
ur have everlaſting Life; and you may ſee a juſt 
Reaſon, why every One who only hears of this 


Mercy, ſhould immediately caſt away the Wea- 
ons of his Rebellion, call upon all chat is within 


vithout Delay, devote Soul and Body to his Ser- 


tinbrace it, what a Devotedneſs to his Service does 
this demand? All who fee it, fee that it is Meet 
ind Right, and engage without Reſerve, _ Soul . 
ind Body ſhall be the Lord's. a 
| Moreover, the Deſign of this Mercy is to e l 
romeverlaſting Deſtruction; to renew the Divine 


image in the Soul; and lead it to eternal Happi- 
| | neſs. 


M ) | | 
— * 1 . r OI EOS oo —— 


Nekngs of his Providence and his Grace, but ſhe 


jim to bleſs and praiſe this Holy Name, and. 


ice. Add to this, when the Lord has given any 2] 
ne to ſee the Glory of this Mercy, and heartily to 


57 * 
neſs. Cid the Heart conceive any Thing: equal to 
this? It commands a Dependence ' on God as All 
in All, and grants the Liberty of Acceſs unts him, 
Ax all Ti imes, and on all Occaſions: It binds the 
High and Lofty One, who inhabiteth Eternity, to 
be an excceding great Reward, and to with-hold 
no manner of Thing that is Good. When there 
fore, a Perſon Who Has ſeen, approved, and fe. 
Joiced in all this, forfakes the Fountaimm of living 
Waters, and hews out to himſelf, broken Ciſterns 
which can hold no Water hen he withdraws 
dis Allegiance from God, as his Creator, Redecm- 
- Sanctißer, endeavouring to have it between 
God and Mammon when he draws near unto him 
with his Lips, but his Heart is far away; enquir- 
ing of him indeed in his:Houſe, but, at the ſame 
| Time, ſetting the Stumbling-block of his Iniquity 
before his Eyes—or,' when he reſtrains Prayer be- 
fore the Lord, neglects to wait on him, puts his 
Candle under a Buſhel, and makes a temporary 
League with the Canaanites, whom God has com- 
manded him to Deſtroy is there no Sin, no Harm 
in this? Think again It is Folly, Diſobedience, | 
Rebellion, Perjury, Madneſs, high Treaſon, a- 
gainſt the eternal Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, | 
Ad for ſuch Negligence, God will viſit.” «IF 
his Children forſake his Law, and walk not in 
4 his Judgments; he will viſit their Trangreffiod 
< with the Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes.“ 
Nor can He ever want the Means of Chiaſtiſement, | 
for ce all T * are his Servants,” N 


8 4 
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FT —_— „* * 
oda, ak of this, Can you wins 

the! grear. a Bleſling 2 a well grounded Hope of Mer- 
eye or ſo great a Privilege, as the unlimited 
Freedom of Abceſa to the living God? What can 


[Lat the Smiles c of the Creature give, like the Light of 
got His Ci l tenance ? What are the Pleaſures, Ho- 

0 el-nours, Riches, of this World, when compared to 
Rig an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
Fadeth: not away, reſerved in Heaven? „ The 
* Lord being your Shepherd, what can you want? 


her « all the Paths of the Lord are Mercy and Truth, 


'S $f monies.” - What can you exp from Negli- Bs. 
vit cence; by taking your Eye from the King in his 
Beauty? Was he ever a barren Land to you? Or, 


tha Warfare? Is this the Place for Reſt? Is your Work 
put done? Has your Captain diſmiſſed you from your 
| Poſt? Conſider that you, /are.. encompaſſed with 


o Enemies. If they find you Sleeping, will they 
bir! merely cut off the Skirt of your Garment, and 


rid watchful for the Future? No. Will they not 
Dr Wound, lead Captive, make a Shew of you openly ? 
bir! They go about ſeeking whom they can Devour; and 
ni though they are reſtrained from Slaying, they will 
Pierce your Heart through with many Sorrows. 
Watch then and pray, leſt ye enter into Temp- 


| | * cation. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Pow- 
Ser of his Might,” 8 


ee Bread ſhall be given you; your Waters are ſure; 
to thoſe who keep his Covenant, and his Teſti- 


are you weary of his Service? tired with your 


« Jofirmitics, beſet with Snares, ) ſurrounded with 


i hold it up in Admonition that you ſheuld be 


_—_ ſerious Subjects, how much eaſier. do you find i itt * 


m Foy. pay: Peet Rack flider, for yen cles 
Compliances. To min frequent wih 
World, tall as they talle, and cobform. ta 
in almoſt every Thing, may. preſer ve you flomit 
13 the Croſs, but will never precute y 
dhe Teſtimony of a good Conſclence. Many ma 
| fay, you ate Good-natured, far from Preciſe; co 
plying; that. Religion ſits eaſy upon you; but wi 9 
they ſay you are in Earneſt ? How can they ſuppok 
you act from Principle, and have eternal Thing 
at Heart, when you ſeldom ſpeak af hem, ang 
1 often negle& them for the Sake of their — 
Or, if they do not remark your Inconſiſtenq, car 
pon have Confidence with God? If ——— | 
= i Sleep, you cannot De the 
you 1 muſt ſometimes go to a Throne of Grace. 
8 Oh, how dull, formal, cold, comfortleſa, is 5 hg 
Service! And when you force yourſelf to ſpeak c on 


* 
1 


diſcourſe of what paſſes in the Chriſtian World 
of Preachers and Societies, than of Holineſs and 
Jeſus! In your ſerious Moments (for ſome ſerious 
ents you have) you are conftrained to cry quty 
Q that i it was with me as in Months paſt! And then | 
perhaps you endeavour to ſtretch out the withered 
Arm; but not finding immediate Power and Cams 
fort, you grow weary, leave off, relapſe, Call 
you this Religion? It does your Sogl no Good, nor 

will avail you, in the great Day of Account. Io 

this State, yqu are open to every Snare, be 9 
become a Prey to any Enemy; a Stranger to Fr cact, 
and have no Evidence of Safety. Tou enjoy Nos 
* Ariſe then, O ? SEE and call "PAL Ivy 


bY 
as 
% 


f 


od Think e on eb Woh, 4 you Wey then g 
jour Feet to his Teſtimonies, Make haſte, delay 
lot to keep his Commandments. Wreſtle with 


im for Pardon, for the Light of his Countenance, L | 


or Chriſtian Courage. Conſider his Command, * 
Turn ye at my Reproof.” Conſider his Promi- 
Es. They who wait on the Lord, ſhall renew 
their Strength. Call upon me, in the Day of 
Trouble, and I will hear thee, and thou ſhalt _ 
praiſe me. I will hear their Backſlidings, re- 
ceive them graciouſly, love them freely. Their 
Sins and Iniquities Iwill remember no more.? 
But if the Righteous ſcarcely ſhall be ſaved, 
here ſhall the Ungodly and Sinner appear? If the 


ſeglect of i improving a Talent, for a few Months, 
deſerved ſuch great Diſtreſs here, and ſuch Fears 
df greater hereafter ; what muſt a Neglect for ma- 
ny Years, or a whole Life deſerve? She was but a 
hild, without any Education, and yet had no 
ule to plead: What then will he be able to 
plead, who is grown to Maturity of Judgment, 
ind has had the Opportunities of Improvement, 
and yet neglects? What has not the groſs Sinner, 
the Proph ane, the Scoffer, the Mocker, the Per- 
ſecutor, to fear? O conſider this, ye that forget 
God, leſt he pluck you away, and there be none 
to deliver you. God is angry with the Wicked 
every Day. If he turn not, he will whet his 
Sword, and he hath bent his . and made it rea- 
dy, He hath ald prepared for him the Inſtry- 
ments of Death. Diſtreſs'and Wrath hang over 
ei you: Conſider this, before the Things which belong 
« to your Peace, are for eyer hid from 17 578 
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| Who exchanged this Life for a Better, in ful 


.. 1 2. 


0 ib us fo _—— that ws my app 
4 Winds zm, * Ar bw 
HIS is fo ec ed 
42 at tie Pfalms. Iris RR aſcribed. 10 
Moſes, who is thought to have wrote it on ac- 
count of that awful Declaration of Gon concerning 
the rebellious Children of Iſrael. All thoſe Men 
c© who have ſren my Glory, and. my Miracles, 
« which I did in Egypt, and in the Wilderneſ 
tc and have tempted me now theſe ten Fimes, and 
<« have not harketed to my Voice: Surely they 
es ſhall not ſee the Land which I ſware unto their 
, Fathers, neither ſhall any of them who provak« 
< .ed/me ſoe it: Tour Carcaſes ſhall fall ĩn this 
* Wilderneſs; and all who were numbered of you, 
according to your whole/Number, from twenty 
« Tears Old and upward, who have murmured 
< againſt me.” Numbers xiv. 22, 29. Alluding 
to this, he ſays, „Who knoweth the Power of 
« thine Anger?” or what thou art able to dos 
_ when thou ariſeſt to take Vengeance *« even ag 
ce cording to thy Fear, fo is thy Wrath.” P/alnm 
xc. 11. We think it no greater than our Fear 
of Thee; which, in general, is very ſmall. But 
let our 0 or Fears of it be ever io 
E 4 | great, 


*% 


: 
g 


if y future Wrath, that we may. humble . 


9 


CH) 


a4. +37 © 


er- (E913 ble; in Wrath, to GG at tief or 


ore, than we fear. Thou haſt, for our Unbe- 


; lief, ſhortened the Days of Man to Seventy or 


ighty Years, and declared that our Carcaſes 
hall periſh in the Wilderneſs. Dreadful, though 


eſerved Effects of thine Anger; and thou art 


able to puniſh us much more; but do thou bring 
s to a juſt Senſe of our Sins, and the Power of 


e thee,; and flee from it. « So- teach us 

* dumber our Days, * we Wer apply, dar Ne 

e unto Wiſdom!” 8 
The Caſe of the Children 01 Iſrael » was pecu- 
TEE ſerious. and affecting. This was now the 

[Fhirty-cighthYear of their wandering in the Wil- 


| Rerneſs, Their Wandering: was limited to forty | 
Years ; and the Denunciation. of Gop had gone 


orth, * Your Careaſes ſhall falb in this Wilder- 
e neſs. So that they who ſhould live the long- 
t, had little more than two Tears 10 lire. Moſt 
df them, perhaps; would be cutioff much ſooner, 
ind many of them i in a fetwẽ Weeks or Days. Mo- 
es believed in a State of future Rewards and 
duniſnments, and was ſenſible they had incurred 
e Divine Diſpleaſure. He ſaw the Hardneſs of 
heir Hearts, and the conſequent” Danger of their 


State. No Wonder then that he ſhould thus pa- 


jetically apply to Gop, * So teach us to number 


# our Days, that we may apply our Hearts unto 
0 Wiſdom,” As thou haſt denounced this aw- 


ul Schtchier againſt us, though we cannot ex- 
WE. e's | & 
| oY 


659 0 ds: 
pect to alter thy Purpoſe by any Thing, we. cant 


do, yet do thou enable us to live habitually | pre- 
pared for our awful Change, whenever our ap- 


pointed Change ſhall come; that though oh 


Bodies ſhall periſh by the juſt Judgments upon 

us, our Souls may be ſaved at the laſt deciſive Day: 
The Words are of general Concern; for tho 

we are not exactly in the ſame Circumſtances | 
as the Children of Iſrael were, doomed © to pe; 
fiſh in an howling Wilderneſs for murmuring 
againſt Gop, we are * by Nature, the Children of 
& Mratb, even as Others,” Epheſ. ii. 3. © Anu 
ct the Sentence of the Lord is gone forth : + ===Tt is ap- 

2 ec pointed unto all Men once to Die, bat after tha 
« the Fudgment. Ae will in ub wiſe clear the Guil= 

« ty :---His Wrath ſoall ſmoke againſt the pre eſaniy- 

& fuous Sinner: :---The Wicked ſhall be turned intol 
e Hell. We are alſo equally inſenſible of ont 
Danger, and have therefore equal Reaſon to cry 
earneſtly unto GOD, So teach us to number out 
ee Days chat we may apply our Hearts u unto Will | 
« dom.” 
In this ſhort Prayer we may obſerve theſe int- 
portant ö 1 
1. That it is necefſary ſo to live, xs habitually 
to apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. «$9 to 


« number our Days, as to apply our Hearts un⸗ 
ct to Wiſdom.” 


2. That notwithſtanding it is bes. it is 
impoſſible forus ſo to live without a Divine Help, 
er xr Teaching. & Teach Us % to number oh Days.” * 
NC 


5 


EF Wy 6 7 FIR 
| The Wiſdom here meant, is that which will be 


© with Gop, at the great Day of Account, 
| his is evident; for nothing ſhort of this could 
vert his future Judgments from the Children of 
acl, which was the End of this Petition of Mo- 
It is not then the Wiſdom of the World, 
ny Knowledge of Men and Things, of Arts "ond 


ind yet a Fool in' the Sight of his Maker. <« The 

* Wiſdom of this. W. orld is F. voliſbneſs with 1 
0 « The Lord knoweth the Thoughts of the Wiſe, that 
they are vain, 1 Cor. iii. 19, 20. Wiſdom here 

means true Religion: for the truly Religious, 19 
only wiſe-Man: and therefore, in Scripture, 
Viſdom and Religion, frequently ſigniſy the ſame g 


m, and to depart from Evil, is Underſtanding, Job 


viii. 28. Nor by 
ind Morality, or Works of Righteouſneſs which 
ve have done or can do: for we may eſcape the 
Pollutions of the World, and go about to eſtab- 
yh a Righteouſneſs of our Own, and at laſt fall 
Port of the Righteouſneſs of Gov, . Jae), 


« which followed after the Law of Righteouſneſs, 2 


e Wherefore * Becauſe they ſought it not by F, aith, 
be ut as it were by the Works of the Law ; for they 
« fumbled at that ſtum pling lone + As it is written,. 


4 * of > 12h and been bellevetk in him, 77 


pproved by, or enable a Man to find Accept- 


dcienees; for a a Perſon may be very Wiſe in theſe, 


Thing. Thus, The Fear of the Lord that is Wiſ- 


Religion are we to under- 


© hath not attained to the Law of Righteouſneſs.---, 


© Bebold, F lay in Zion a ftumbling- fone, and Rock 12TH 


6c not 


laid in Zion; in other Words, Faith in the Mer- | 


 Pialiy Xii. 1, 2. 
Mercy, in his laſt Moments, was „ all his Sal- 


«< 61 ö | * 
ze aſbamed. Norm. ix. 31—33. Mortover, 
- the Goſpel is called by the Apoſtle,” Wiſdoin, or 
the Wiſdom of God. After declaring to the Co- 
rintnans, © determined not to know any thay a) a- 
mos you, ſave Feſus Chrift, and him crucified: Or 
rather, that deſpiſed, becauſe. crucified Perſon; 1 
2 ii. 2, He ſays, We ſpeak the Wiſdom of God 
* 4 Myſtery, even the bidden Wiſdom whith G 
c e before the World unto our Glory. Which 
ccc ne of the Princes of this World knew: For bu 
« they known it, they would not have critcified the' 
« Lord of Clary.“ ver. 7, 8. True Religion then, 
or Wiſdom, is Faith in the Goſpel of God 
Faith in that Stumbling-ſtone, which God has 


cy of God through Jeſus Chriſt. This was the 
Neligion of all the truly Devont, under the Old! 
Teſtament Diſpenſation. Of Abraham, who aw 
the Day of Chriſt, rejoiced and was glad. Fob 
viii. 46. Of David, who pronounces him bleſſed, 
« Whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin is cover-' 
« ad.—unto whom the Lord imputerb not Iniquity.”*! 
And which Free, covenanted 


2 vation, and all his Deſire.“ 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.” Of 
Y on, who waited for Chriſt as the Conſolation 
of Lirael 5 who took the Child Jefus in his Arnis, 
and blefſed God, and ſaid, Lord, now Ietteſt thou 
« thy Servant depart in Peace, according to thy 
Word, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation.” 
0 Anps, whe _— into the Temple, in that 
5 Inſtant, 


4 62 Tp 
Inſtant, „ gave Thanks likewife unto the Lord, and 


c in Jervfalem.” Luke | ii. This was the Religi 


. 


ton to flee from the Wrath to come. 


o live ſuitably to it. 


it; to have a ſcriptural Knowledge of the Way of 
Salvation through Faith in the Obedience unto 
Veath of Jeſus, Chriſt, Without this, whatever is 


* bim of whom they have not heard? And how ſhalt 
+ they bear without a Preacher? Rom. x. 14. How 


Fan they act agreeably to the Divine Will, till 


* nd on any Thing in Obedience to à poſitive 


they are 
declare, © There is none Righteous, no, not One. All 
E. bave Anned and come ſhort of the: Glory of God. 
Rom. chap. Ul, # we /ay that We have #uo Sin, u 
deceine 


of the Apoſtles, which they embraced and prove a 
Fed. This is the © Faith which was once delivered. 
© unto the Saints. Jude ver. 3. And therefore, 1 
whatever Opinions may be held, whatever At- 


zinments may be acquired, whatever Hopes may 
b. entertained—nothing ſhort. of this will be ac- 
Neounted Wiſdom at the laſt Day, or enable Aa Per- . 


To this Wiſdom then, it is neceflary to Wa 


he Heart or Soul; which ſuppoſes a ſerious and 
2arneſt Endeavour to eee ina j 


- I» To apply the * to „ this Wiſdom, fi. = 
poſes a ſerious and earneſt Endeavour to underſtand 


alled Faith, is in vain. *©* How Hall they believe in 


y know what his Will is? How can they de- 


ommand, till they know what it is on Which 
commanded to depend? The Scriptures 


. ſpake of him to all that looked for Recdemprion Z 


— 


Ateive Ourſelves; and the 7 115 is not in 16. 1 J ah 


i. 3. As many os art 'of the Works of the Lat, 
are under the Curſe; for it is "written, Curſe is every 
One that continueth not in all Things which are wrirten 
in the Book of the Law to do them.” Gal. iii. 10. 4 
Righteouſneſs cometh by the Law, then is Chriſt dra 
in vain.” Gal. ii. 21. The'Scripture bath conclude 
all under Sin, that the Promiſe 'by Faith of "Feſils 
Cbriſt, might be given to them that believe; Gal. iii. 
22. | God hath made bim to be Sin for us, who knew 
10 Sin, that we might be made the Ri ZBteouſ. neſs 6 
Cod in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. By the Obedience of One, 
(Jeſus Chriſt) fall many be made Righteous, Rom. 
v. 21. Being juſtified freely by bis Grace, through the 
_ Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. 111. 24. 
The Doctrine then of Faith in Chriſt, ſuppoſes 
that all Mankind are by Nature, Children o 
Wrath, for Tranſgreſſion againſt God. - that they 
cannot atone for Sin, or do any Thing to recom- 
mend themſelves to the Favour of God that all 
our Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags, and that thete 
is no Name under Heaven, given among Men, 
by which we can be red but the Name of J clus 
CARE. 
To underſtand the Doctrine of Faith in Chriſt 
: J eſus, ſuppoſes alſo a Knowledge of it with Self 
Application: for without this, it cannot, in the 
Senſe of the Pſalmiſt, be Wiſdom. It is revealed 
and propoſed, not as a ſpeculative Opinion, but 
as a Foundation of Good. Not as a Truth which 
may be received or rejected at Pleaſure, but as a 


Remedy | 


: 2 | 


emer of Got pro . ing. wr Singers. = 
apply it to himſelf c 5 
ceive no Benefit from it. He who m_ 
himſelf a Sinner againſt God, . ene > 
. unable to atone for his Sins, does —4 
Goſpel of Jeſus. Chriſt ſaitable- to v0 » 
I Cafe, It is abſurd then to ſuppoſe that h will be 
earneſt for an Intereſt in the Bleflings 9 — 4 
bor he does. not ſee ä 
Acherefore will not — 
become, through any Kn 
Riege he may have of it, wiſe unto Salvati 1 5 
» 2. To apply the Heart unto Wiſdom, — 
ly and earneſtly to endeavour to obtain it. ; 
Doctrine of Faith in Chriſt, muſt be u Cn 
fore a Perſon can ſee it ſuitable wie ter 4 
0 4% ſee it ſuitable to his own Caſe OS - Bp 
neceſſary to his obtaining it. To ob 1 
depend upon it, all ſignify ts ſar — — . 
Merey of God to Sinners, is held forth = — Þ 
us Chriſt, „„ As Moſes lifted — —_ 
au ilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son Man 1 
ba- whoſeever belie vet 3 K 
T7 have ever 5 = 
ö laing Life. For God ſo loved the 
* 54 Nee 1 gave his only-begotton Son, that oa 2 
* ” in bim ſhould not Perifh, but have 
ling the W ife. John iii. 14, 16. He who, ſee. 
ant of Mercy, and the Suitableneſs of 


| [this Mercy to his own Caf 
e, depends 
che Salvation of his Soul; he ee pe A 


{of God, obtains Fai 
th, or believes in the Lord 
[ Chriſt, This! is to look unto him, and be — : 8 


3 
| 3350 | | be- 


— 


! 


_ Hilo the. Roche which God pat given of. ke | 
Son; to become Wiſe unto Salvation. For God is <6 
* Fuſtifier of bim wabich believeth in Jeſus.” RO 
ili. 25. And“ being juſtified by Faith | we. has 
t Peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus C 
Rom. v. 1. He that beareth my Wards, and A 
«© hieveth on him that ſent me, bath everlaſting Lif 
4 and ſhall not come into Condemnation: _"_ Pele 
4 52 Death unt Life.” John v. 25. . 
Now, as Faith is the Gift of Gop, Eg Phe 0 6 
to apply the Heart to obtain it, is ſeriouſly 
earneſtly to uſe the Means which Gap has 2 
pointed for that Purpoſe : Searching the 800 8 
tures, Meditation on them, Prayer. 2 
- « the Lord while he may be found, call Je wpon bis 
dt  qphile be is near. Let the Wicked forſake fe 
4. Way, and tbe unrighteous Man bis T, Hong his; at 
.« [et him return unto the Lord, and be will ha 
e Mercy upon bim, and to our God, for he will « 
: cc  bundantly Pardon, Iſaiah lv, 6, 7. % Af, an 
«. it ſhall be given you : Seck, and ye ſhall find: Nuoc 
e and it ſpall le opened unto you. Whoſeevcr Pa 
« call on the Name of the Lord, Hall be Javed, 
Romans x. 13. 
3. To apply the Heart unto Wiſdow, ure 
A feriops and earneſt Endeavour to live ſuita 
to it. The Doctrine of Grace is a Docrin 
« which is according to Godlineſs, 1 Tim. vi. $ 
The Grace of Gov that bringeth Salvation“ 
teaches us, that “ denying Ungodlineſs and 
6 « worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righ 


-6 « reouſly 


« teouſly ind N in this preſent World. ma, 
{That Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he might 
Ee redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto 
bhimſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 

F Works,” Titus ii. 1 1---14. The Faith which 
s accompanied with the Salvation of the Soul, 
© works by Love. Gal. v. 6. « Purifies the 
AHcart,“ Abt xv. 9. « Overcometh the World.“ 

t Jobn v. 4. God hath choſen us that we'ſhould 
be Holy ar . Unblameable before him in Love.“ 
55. i. 4. They for whom Mercy is prepared, 
A predeſtinated « to be conformed to the Image 
e of his Son;” Rom. viii. 29. And e to be made 
meet for an Inheritance with the Saints in Light.“ 
Col. i. 12. Accordingly they are commanded * to 
4. wo Diner to make their Cam and * 


« the Mark for is Prize. & the high Calling of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus;” Philip: i. 144" « lay 
Lie aſide every Weight and the Sin which doth fo 
t eaſily beſet them, and to run with Patience the 
+ Race that is ſet before them.” Heb. xii. i. Not 
to be „ flothful, but Followers of them who 
« through Faith and Patience, inherit the Promi- 
&« ſes; Heb. vi. 12.—To « fight the good Fight of 
ce Faith; 1 Tim. vi. 12.— And, © as good Soldiers 
« of Jeſus Chriſt, to endure Hardneſs. 2 Tim. ii. 3. 
Hence i it is declared, « they that are Chriſt's, have 
crucified the Fleſh, with the Affections and Luſts; 
| Gal. Ve 24. A os} wy Man hath not the 
5 Spirit 


4 T*+ 1. | 
S Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.” Rom. viii. 9: 
He who * knew his Lord's Will, and prepared 
& not himſelf, neither did according to his Will, 
& ſhall be beaten with many Stripes.“ Luke Xii. 
47. For *in Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circumciſion 
cc availeth any Thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 
La new Creature, Gal. vi. 1 5. Faith which worle- 
« eth by Love, Gal. v. 6. Keeping the Cen 
© mandments of God.” 1 Cor. vii. 1 
The grand Help, here mentioned, in eater to 
; apply the Heart to Wiſdom, is, © to number our 
* Days.” Io reflect upon the Shortneſs, Uncer- 
tainty, and Calamities of this Life—upon that ap- 
Pointed Change we muſt all undergo, that awful, 
unchangeable Eternity, to which Death infallibly 
leads. Man that is born of a Woman is of few 
« Days, and full of Trouble. He cometh forth as 
ec a Flower and is cut down: He fleeth alſo as a 
« Shadow, and continueth not.” Jeb xiv; 1, 2. Our 
cc Days are as an Hand-breadth,” Eſalm xxxix. 72 
e Swifter than aWeaver's Shuttle.” Jeb vii. 6. Our 
Age is as nothing.” Pſalm xxxix. 5. * Affliction 
* cometh not forth of the Duſt, neitherdoth Trour 
< ble ſpring out of the Ground : Yet Man is born 
* to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward.” Job v. 6, 7. 
They who fear God muſt be made perfect through 
Sufferings; muſt through much Tribulation enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven: And they who fear 
him not, muſt have their Share in the common 
Calamities of Life, and afterwards lie down in Sor- 
rows. For, it is appointed unto all Men once 
be to — Heb. xiv, 27. The Days of Man * are 


F : * deter- 


et Jebermintd: the Number of his Months are with 1 
' thee; thou haſt appointed his Bounds that he 


te cannot paſs”. Fob xiv. 5, Nor does he ceaſe 0 
to live at Death, but begins to live in another 
Manner. He enters upon an unchangeable, ever- 


laſting State. Death 'aMiredly conducts him ts | 


tan Inheritance incorruptible, undefited, and chat 
6 fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for him.“ 
x Peter i. 6. Greater than Eye bath Nen, or 
4. Ear hath heard, or it -hath entered into the 
e Heart of Man to conceive.“ 1 Cor. i. 9. or 
to <« everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil kd +1 
& his Angels.” Matt. xxiv. x1. «Where Woim 

* dieth not, and the Fire is not quencked;” Aari 


intereſting Subjects, tend to make all Things here 

below, appear empty and unſatisfactery— te Wenn 
the Affections from the Things of Time and Senfe, 
and ſer them on Things above. Many of the Chil- 


ful Denunciation of God againſt chem, that thefr 


Duty and Intereſt, and actually reſolved to prepare 

to meet their God in Eternity. : 
But no Convictions of the Necefliry of fo domg, 
no Reſolutions formed, no Endeavours uſed, in 
Conſequence of ſuch Convictions, will enable a 
Man to apply his Heart to Wiſdom, without a 
divine Help. - - Uniefs God reaches, all will be in 
yain. He may underſtand the Word, receive it 
with Jor and do many Thivgs gladly; dut, av 

5 5" 


xix. 46. Serious Meditations on theſe important, 


Aren of Iſrael, we may fuppoſe, believing che aw- 


Carcaſes ſhould fall in the Wilderneſs, Taw it heir 


; 3 ee ſame.Image, from Glory to Glory.“ 2 Cor. iii. 18. 


n 
we no Root! in hirmfelf, in the "Hour os Temes 
tion, he will fall away. He may name the Name 
of Chriſt, tread his . and have the F orm of. | 
Godlineſs ; hut to the Power of it he will continue 
a. Stranger, and, ſooner or later, return to Folly 
God muſt teach; and, thraugh Mercy, God will 
teach. For he has promiſed to give his Holy Spi- 
rit to them that aſk him. Luke xi. 13. He teach- 

es, not merely by giving us the Scriptures, com- 

manding us to ſearch, and leaving us to the Ex- 
erciſe of our Reaſon upon them, but by a divine 
Interpoſition, by a poſitive Act. ce God who 
de commandeth the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
te hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Light 
te of the Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the 
« Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt.” 2 Cor. iv 6. « We 
have received the Spirit which is of God; 
tc that we may know the Things which are freely 
s given to us of God.“ 1 Cor. ii. 12. God, by 
his Spirit, ſets Truth ſo before the Underſtanding, 
that Perſons receive it in the Love of it. They ſee 
in it, a Beauty, Fitneſs, Glory, (never ſeen or ima- 
gined by them before) which captivates and 
changes the Heart. * We beholding as in a Glaſs, 
te the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the 


A Senſe of this made David cry out, „O how I 
te love thy Law! It is my Meditation all the 
te Day.“ Pſalm. cxix. 97. © The Law of thy 
« Mouth is better to me than Thouſands of Gold 
“and Silver“. ver, 72. „ will run in the Way 
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1 70 5 
of thy Commandments, when thou ſhalt en- 
7 large my Heart.“ ver. 32. And therefore, 
other Times, though he had his Bible before 
A, and, no doubt, a general Knowledge of it, 
he prays, « Shew me thy Ways, O Lord, teach 
« me thy Paths. Lead me in thy Truth, and teach 
« me.” Pſalm xxv. 5, 6. © Open thou mine Eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous Things out of thy 
% Law.” Pſalm cxxix. 18. It is this divine 
Teaching which enables, and which alone can ena- 
ble a Man “ to apply his Heart to Wiſdom ;” and 
therefore to attain this, beſides. ſearching the 
Scriptures as for hid Treaſures, and. exerciſing 
Ourſelves to have a Conſcience void of Offence, 
frequent and earneſt A pplication muſt be made to 
God for it. So teach us to number our Days, 
« that we may apply our Hearts to Wiſdom.” , 
Wee are led to theſe Reflections, remembering "IT 
the Life and Death of that dear Man, whom. we 
have now laid and left in the Grave. I would call 
him the Father of us all : For in the Language of 
the Apoſtle, < he was in Chriſt before us.” Rom. 
xvi. 9. He was the firſt in this Place who was 
brought ©« to apply his Heart, unto Wiſdom :” and 
though. without a proper Miniftry, Books, or 
{ Friends —though ignorant of the Truth as it is 
in Jeſus, he had a « Zeal for God,” feared him, 
| and walked Conſcientioufly, according to the 
| Light he had. In this State he continued ſeveral 
Years; till a Sovereign God, by an unexpected 
| Providence, pas. bim a Gly mpſe of che. Way of 


Sal- 
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was earneſt that others ſhould hear of this «pn 


' <« comforted of God.” 2 Cor. i. 4. His Ia 


9 pointed Change with a triumphant Confidence 


mourn becauſe of the Chan 


a 
Salvation, through Faith in his only begotte 
Son. And even then, though he ſtood alone, ani 
his Views of the Truth were very indiſtinct, + 


« cjous Salvation,” and was the chief Inſtrumer 
in the Hands of God, of bringing the Goſpel t 
this Place. When by the Diſpenſation of th 

Truth, many were brought to enquire, « Wha 

« muſt we do to be Saved!“ He was often reſort 
| ed to for Advice, and proved a valuable Friend 
ready and able to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon, and < ti 
« Comfort them who were in any Trouble, b 
ec the Comfort wherewith he himſelf had beet 


Tears, were Years of Sorrow. He was viſited 'witl 
a long and very painful Illneſs, but enabled te 
bear it with a ſolid Piety, and to meet his ap 


that « an Inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled 
and that fadeth not away, was reſerved i in 1308 
„ven for him.” 1 Pet. i. 4. 
Tou, the Family of this good Man, who no 


ge which has latel 
taken Place, have Reaſon to turn your Mournin 


into Joy. His Troubles are now at an End. H 
now reſts from all his Labours, and is Happ 
with him whom his Soul loved. Why are yo! 
caſt down? The ſame God who ſupported hi 
through all the Changes and Chances of this mor 
tal Life, can, and I truſt, will ſupport you. Foy 
he will never leave nor forſake thoſe who ſee 


an 


2. 2 ” * Sl 
ons their Truſt in him. Ven have heard the 
ruth=chave fcen it exemplified in Nactiee—haye 
gen: brought, up. i in the Nurture and Adrnonition 
be Lord: Theſe are Talents committed to 
Care, and which wilt be required of you. 
hd Eyes of many-will be upon you. Walk then 
iceumſpety; canſider your Ways and be Wiſe: 


teach and ſanctify 2 
1 keep 


” 


hor 


"add may the God: of 

through his Word, you wt N 8 
ower, through Fhich unta: Salvation P. 5 
Tau, his Friends and Acquaintance; a ele 
don ta rejoice, becauſe Chriſt: has ( brought 
another San to Glory,” Heb. ii. 16. Though 

have a preſent Laſs, remembers the Reſi- 
{dye of the Spirit is with: him. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord has taken away. Submiſſion to 
i Will is our Duty. By. fuck: Diſpenſations he 
n ta « ceaſe from. Man,” and beckons 
te 5 look unto him, that we may be ſaved 


rithin us inconſiſtent with his Commands. May | 
ve. all learn this Lefſan, 


1 cannot conclude. without A Ward to thoſe a- 


f God. To underſtand, and not apply the Heart 
o Wiſdom, is to evidence that the Heart is un- 

changed, and that it prefers Death to Life. Not 
0 bo know, on: to be A to 3 is to | 
t 1 followed this Perſon to . Ge as 2 Token of Re- 
pet, accompanying his Widow and eight Children. The 


ho Voungeſt, I hope, are now in Glory, and the Reſt all 
Know and love the Truth. 
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0 3 Idolatry of our Affections, and from al! 


ag us, who are not influenced by the Goſpe! 


4 * 
| A of God, 
flight his Morey, and deſpiſe the Soul. © 
awful to proftfs v believe tat chert is 2 . 
holy God, 4 Day of Judgment appointed bor th 
_ whole World, an everlaſting "tate bf Happiii 
er Miſery, d meer 0 
n We have in wem! What #6 we pat 
Were we Bort only to Eat and Drink, to mill 
Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof? 
to pamper and patch up a crazy Carcaſs that 1 
doomed to rot in the Duſt? Awake, and- rouge 
thyſelf, O Sleeper. Death is at Hand. Judgment 
is near. A long, long Eternity, is not far 
Call upon that God whom you have long 
voked. Though you continue to provoke bim, 
he waits to be Gracious. God is Love; and ſo 
loved the World as to give his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not Periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, Caſt yourſelf upon the 
Multitude of his Mercies. Seek him while he is 
to be found; call upon him while he is near. Now! 
—now is the accepted Time; now is the Day of 
Salvation. In a little while the Door of Mercy 
will be ſhut, and it will be in vain to Knock. The 
Things which belong to your Peace will be then 
for ever hid from your Eyes. 
O thou holy and ever bleſſed Lord God-- 
High and Lofty One who inhabiteſt Eternity, 
who humbleſt thyſelf to behold the Things in 


Heaven and Earth, look in Mercy upon this Peo- 
228 and let them not _— without thy Bleſſing. 


We 


Ws _ 
Fre ure umrorthy 6f che. we have, we'deſerve 
ling but the Effects of thy Diſpleaſure, bunt 
Property is always to have Mercy. Teach us 
treat Thee, ſo to number our Days that we - 
Hearts to Wisdom. And when | 
thi 3 1 Tongue can ſpeak no more for Thee, 
nay this * Attempt: for thy Service be Re- 
d, and by thy Bleſſing, become Uſeful. 
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